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Mr. Swartwour’s Deracations. By refe- 
rence to our abstract of the proceedings of congress, 
it will be seen that a committee to investigate the 
defalcations of Mr. Swartwout, was finally consti- 
tuted on Saturday last. It consists of the follow- 
ing gentlemen, viz: Messrs. Harlan, of Ky., Wise, 
of Va., Dawson, of Geo., Curtis, of N. Y., (whigs, ) 
Smith, of Me., Hopkins, of Va., (conservatives,) 
Foster, of N. Y., Owens, of Geo., and Wagener, of 
Pa., (friends of the administration. ) On Monday 
last, the committee was organized by the election 
of Mr. Harlan as chairman, Philip R. Fendall, esq. 
as clerk, and the editor of this paper as printer; and 
on the following day the committee proceeded to 
New York, and commenced its sittings at the 
Astor House on Thursday. 





GENERAL GraTioT. This gentleman, as our 
readers know, has been dismissed the service of the 
United States as chief engineer, for certain alleged 
defalcations, and his place filled by col. Jos. G. Tot- 
ten, who on the 17th ult. entered upon the duties of 
his office. In justice to gen. G. we have published 
his memorial to the house of representatives, giving 
his statement of his transactions with the govern- 
ment, See page 342. 


Tue stATES. Maine. Mr. Ruel Williams has 
been re-elected a senator of the United States froin 
Maine. The vote in the house was, for Williams 
111, for George Evans 63, John S. Tenney 4, Eze- 
kiel Whitman 3. In the senate, for Williams 14, 
Evans 8, Tenney 2, John Holines 1. All the can- 
didates voted tor were whigs, except Mr. Williams. 





New Hampshire. The opposing parties in New 
suing campaign. The election takes place on the 
12th of March. Five members of the next con- 
gress, as well as state officers, are to be chosen. 


Massachusetts. The legislature of Massachusetts 
has re-elected Mr. Webster a senator in the congress 
of the United States. ‘The following was the vote : 

Daniel Webster. 3B. F. Hallett, V. B. Sceatt. 
3 


Senate, 34 
House, 330 161 3 
364 164 3 


It is stated that the senate of New York will not 
act upon the nominations of gov. Seward, or unite 
with the assembly in the election of a senator in the 
place of Mr. Tallmadge, whose term of service will 
expire on the 4th of March next. The senate is 
composed of eighteen friends of the administration 
and fourteen whigs; the house of assembly of 
eighty-two whigs and forty-six friends of the ad- 
ministration. 


The legislature of New Jersey reconvened at 
Trenton on Tuesday the 15th inst. pursuant to ad- 
journment. 


_ Pennsylvania. We have already stated that Fran- 
cis R. Shunk, esq. has been appointed secretary of 
the commonwealth. We have since learned that 
Henry Petrikin, esq. of Centre county, has been ap- 
pointed deputy secretary, and Ovid F. Johnson, esq. 
of Harrisburg, attorney general. Many other ap- 
pointments are announced, and it is believed there 
will be a pretty general change of officers. 

Governor Porter has appointed James Clarke, 
esq. of Indiana county, a canal commissioner of 
Peunsylvania, in place of Thaddeus Stevens, esq., 
resigned. Mr. C. was president of the canal board 
under gov. Wolf. 

In the senate on Wednesday, the committee in 
the case of the contested seat of Mr. Bell, of Ches- 
ter, reported in favor of Mr, Brooke, who was sworn 
and took his seat. 

Mr, Miller, of Adams, 


also appeared, was sworn 
and took his seat. 7 ; 


The house of asseinbly of Virginia has adopted 
a resolution designating the 9th pe of ebeheny as 
the period when they will go into the election of a 
senator to supply the vacancy which will arise on 
the expiration of Mr. Rives’ term, which ends on 
the 4th of March next. It is stated that the friends 
of the administration will run judge Henry St. 
George Tucker, of the court of appeals, as their 


It is stated that the friends of the administration 
in the legislature of Ohio, balloted twenty-four 
times in caucus, or éin pan, as it is there termed, be- 
fore a candidate for the senate of the United States 
was agreed upon. On the 24th ballot, Mr. Tappan 
received 29 votes; Thomas L. Hamer 25; Mr. 
Morris 9; Mr. Dean 1; Mr. Bryan 1. 


Alabama. James Dillett, of Monroe county, has 
been nominated by a whig convention as a candi- 
date for congress from the Mobile district, now rep- 
resented by Mr. Lyon, who is a candidate for re- 
election. 

A bilt providing for the establishment of a peni- 
tentiary has passed the lower house of the legisla- 
ture. 


The legislature of Mississippi was organized at 
Jackson, the capital, on the 8th instant. In the sen- 
ate col. Bingamon took the chair, and the house 
was called to order by the former speaker. This 
meeting is held pursuant to adjournment last win- 
ter—the members being elected for two years. The 
governor’s message was sent in on the first day of 
meeting, and occupied two hours in reading. 


Louisiana. The legislature of Louisiana as- 
sembled on Monday the 7th of January. In the 
senate Mr. Felix Garcia was chosen president 
without opposition. In the house, on the second 
balloting, gen. Dubuys, was elected over his oppo- 
nent, Mr. Lewis, by a majority of 3 votes. 

On reading the official returns of the late guber- 
natorial election the following result was declared : 





Roman (W.) 7590 
Prieur ( Adm.) 6782 
Roman’s majority 808 


There were 4 votes for Johnson and 2 blank.* 
The election of governor Roman was then con- 
firmed by the legislature, each member depositing 
his vote in the ballot-box. 


A. B. Roman 49 
D. Prieur 2 
Scattering 5 


Mr. Roinan was declared duly elected. 


Illinois, It has been decided by the legislature 
of Illinois to remove the seat of the state govern- 
ment from Vandalia to Springfield, and an appro- 
priation has been made to defray the expenses of 
the erection of the state house at that place. 


Michigan. The legislature of Michigan assem- 
bled at Detroit on the 7th instant. In the senate, in 
which there is an administration majority of five 
members, lieutenant governor Mundy took the chair. 
In the house of representatives, Kingley S. Bing- 
ham, esq. was re-elected speaker by a majority of 
ten votes, the precise majority which that branch 
contains of administration members. Gov. Mason’s 
message is an interesting document, from which 
we will give some extracts hereafter. 

Mexico. Aslip from the New Orleans Bee con- 
tains some interesting details respecting the state of 
affairs in the neighboring “ republic.” The advices 
are as late as 5th instant, from Tampico. On the 
18th December the project of an act of conciliation 
was introduced into the chamber of deputies of 
Mexico. The object of this movement is to recon- 
cile the conflicting opinions of the two parties which 
have involved Mexico in intestine commotions. 
We copy the three following articles of this act. 

1. The nation calls upon all be: children for the 
defence of her independence and her honor. All 
those who have separated themselves from the go- 
vernment, and who may submit to its decision with- 
in a period to be designated by the _phiekgc thts 
shall be restored to the full enjoymeut of their rights 
and dignities, without suffering any persecution for 
their past political conduct. 

2. Allsuits now pending for political offences 
will be entirely suspended, and those who may have 
been imprisoned under suits shall be liberated. 

3. All those who, during the war now waging 
between thefiepublic and the French government, 
shall atteinpt to distract the public peace by armed 
bodies, by written documents, or in any ‘other man- 
ner, shall be considered traitors and punished as such. 

A Tampico paper of the 5th states that the cham- 
ber had passed the act of conciliation, including the 


to give every possible money 





Urrea, in a letter to the French admiral Baudin, ex- 
presses his confidence that as soon as the national 
government of the Mexicans is re-established, the 
differences existing between the king of the French 
and the present administration of 
arranged in the most amicable and satisfactory man- 
ner. He bestows much praise upon the humane 
and generous sentiments manifested by admiral 
Baudin, and pledges himself to carry out those sen- 
timents, as soon as the legitimate government of 
Mexico is reinstated in its power. 


exico will be 


H. M. frigate Nerewde, Antone et 
22d December, 1838. - 

To the French consul—sSir—It was my intention 
to the commerce of 
all nations at Vera Cruz. With regret I find my- 
self compelled to suspend these facilities. ‘The in- 
closed copy of my circular of this day, addressed to 
the different foreign consuls resident in that city, 
will explain to you my motives. You will oblige me 
by giving it publicity. 

eceive the assurance of my esteem and con- 
sideration. 
The admiral commander of the naval forces of 
France in the Gulf of Mexico, 

(Signed, ) CuArLeEs Bavupin. 
H. M. frigate the Nereide, Antone Lizardo, 
December 20, 1838. 

To the consul. Sir: You are aware of the treaty 
concluded by me on the 28th of Nov. last, with the 
Mexican general Don Manuel Rincon, commander- 
in-chief of the department of Vera Cruz. 
By the second article of said treaty it was my de- 


sire to open the ports of Vera Cruz during eight 
months to the flags 


of all nations. In suspending 
the blockade during that time, without awaiting an 
explanation of the difficulties existing between 
Mexico and France, I experienced a sincere satis- 
faction in putting an end to a state of affairs, fatal 
to the prosperity of the city of Vera Cruz, and the 
interests of those nations trading with Mexico. 
From this time, although the Mexican govern- 
ment has declared war upon France and had viola. 
ted the capitulation of Vera Cruz, I was not the less 
disposed to leave the port open to neutral vessels of- 
fering to enter on the faith of this capitulation, and 
it was with this object that I wrote on the 16th inst., 
to the commander of the U.S. sloop of war Erie, 
who has given publicity to my letter. 
Butthe Mexican cabinet having by ad most singu- 
lar neglect of customary courtesy, left without reply 
the pacific communication emanating from me, and 
particularly that of which the object was to render 
Vera Cruz a neutral city until the termination of the 
war ; and as this cabinet appears moreover to take a 
pleasure in aggravating daily, by every sort of in- 
sult towards my compatriots, the events of the sav- 
age act by which it has, in contempt of its former 
engagements ordered the immediate expulsion of the 
French, I declare, that under present circumstances 
I see no possibility of making with such a govern- 
ment, the necessary arrangement for the fulfilment of 
my views in favor of the commerce of every nation. 

Consequently, I have given orders to admit, ei- 
ther in the port of Vera Cruz, or at Sacrificios, or 
at Anton Lizard, all neutral vessels desirous of en- 
‘tering, but I must await other events before per- 
mitting them to discharge their cargoes. You will 
have the kindness to make known that any attempt 
at discharging the smallest portion of merchandise, 
after notice given, will be considered as a violation 
of the blockade, and as such will be foliowed by 
the immediate confiscation of both ship and cargo. 
No small craft, with the exception of French or tor- 
eign vessels of war, will be permitted, from the 
setting to the rising of the sun, either to navigate, 
or anchor upon ony er ol the coast comprised be- 
tween the point of Tempaola and the bar of Alva- 
rado, under the aeertt f of being seized. 

Respectfully, 
Signe CHARLES BAUDIN, 
The rear admiral, commander of the naval forces. 


The following notice was posted on the books of 
the Philadelphia exchange on Thursday. 

The British fleet in the gulf. A letter has been 
received from eg by a mercantile firm in this 
city, which states thata British fleet of thirteen sail 
has arrived off Vera Cruz, under command of 





articles just quoted 
| The commander-in-chief of the federal party, gen 





candidate, 
Vou. V. Sie. 22, 


commodore Douglass; and that Mr. Packenham 
had returned. : 
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LATE FROM FRANCE. 

From the N. Y. Com. Adv, of: Suturday afternoon. 

The packet ship Albany, captain Johnson, came 
up last evening from Havre. Captain J. sailed on 
the 19th of December, and brings our files of Paris 
papers to the 19th inclusive. These papers con- 
tain advices fiom London one day later than pre- 
viously received by direct arrivals. The most 
ge infelligence we have by the Albany, is 

| opening of the French chambers. 

Paris, Dec. 17, 2 o’clock, P. M. The doors of 
The Palais Bourbon were opened at 10 o’clock this 
morning, and very shortly after that hour, every 
seatin the public galleries was occupied. The 
front benches were as usual reserved for the fair 
portion of the mary who, in the lower tribunes 
especially, formed a decided majority, and whose 
toilettes were in perfect keeping with the sombre 
and chilly aspect of a dark and raw December 
morning. 

The usual military arrangements had been made, 
to guard all approaches to the chamber, and to 
preserve order in the immediate neighborhood, a 
strong force having assembled to form the line of 
the procession from the Tuileries. The interior 
arrangements and decorations of the chamber 
were preciseiy the same as last year. 

At about half past 12 o’clock the chamber as- 
sumed an animated aspect. At that hour several 
peers had taken their seats on the benches to the 
right of the royal estrade, and the members of the 
centre formed a compact and conspicuous mass. 
The seats in front of the estrade were by this time 
completely occupied by general and other militar 
officers, the members of the council of state, and 
of the Institute. 

Precisely at one o’clock the signal gun was fired 
as usual from the hotel des Invalides, to announce 
the king’s departure from the palace of the Tuile- 
ries; the drums and bands of the troops beat their 
customary salute, and the military force’ forming 
the line of the procession cheered loudly as the cor- 
tege passed. 

At 10 minutes past one the queen entered, and 
at that moment’the entire of the auditory in the 
tere galleries as well as in the body of the cham- 

errose simultaneously, and received her in re- 
spectful silence. In 10 minutes afterwards all the 
meimbers of the cabinet entered in full official cos- 
tume, soa co by the president of the council, 
count 
es; one on each side of the royal estrade. After 
a short interval “the king” was then loudly an- 
nounced by an usher of the chamber, and in a few 
minutes his majesty entered, preceded by the usual 
cortege of general officers, peers of France, &c., 
and enthusiastically cheered by the audience with 
shouts of Vive le Roi. 

His majesty was accompanied by the duke of 
Orleans and the duke of Aumale, who took their 
seats, the former on the right, and the latter on the 
left of the king, who was dressed in a general’s 
uniform, and who, we rejoice to say, appeared in 
ood good health. His majesty, after bow- 
ing several times tothe chamber, covered himself, 
and having taken his seat between the two princes, 
read in a firm tone the following speech. 


Genilemen peers and 
Gentlemen deputies-— 

Since your last session the prosperity of France 

has continued to increase, and her repose to be ren- 
_ dered more secure. 

Iam glad to meet you again that I may have 
your concurrence in still farther meliorating a con- 
dition of things already so favorable. 

My relations with foreign powers are all satis- 
factory. France occupies the position which be- 
longs to her in the estimation of her allies, and in 
that of the world at large. 

A conference has been commenced at London on 
the affairs of Belgium and-Helland, which I doubt 
not will have geen issue, giving independence 
to Belgium, and new guarantees to the repose of 
eS 

In Italy the Austrian troops have retired from the 
Roman states. In conformity with the convention 
with the Holy See, our troops have evacuated An- 
cona. The military occupation has ceased in those 
states, whose independence. interests France so 
deeply. 

Spain is still a prey to the same distractions and 
misfortunes. We continue to fulfil with our allies 
all the claims of the treaty of the quadruple alli- 
ance. The government of the queen regent has 
continned to receive from us not only the succors 
which the treaty requires, but all that further sup- 
port which the interests of France allow to be af. 
forded. 

I hope that our differences with Mexico and the 
Argentine republic are approaching their termina- 
tion. The new naval forces which have recently 


ole, and took their seats on the two bench-’ 
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left our ports are before Vera Cruz, and have gone 
to obtain from the Mexican government that justice 
anc protection which our commerce, after so long 
a time, demands. 

In Africa, gentlemen, our persevering sacrifices 
are findingtheirrecompense. Thestatement which 
will be presented to you will convince you that 
your confidence in the views of my government 
has not been misplaced. Peace has not been in- 
terrupted this year: ; our position becomes stronger 
and better every day. In the provinces of Con- 
stantine and Algiers, the operations, directed with 
skill and prudence, have given to our establish- 
ment the accessions of territory which their se- 
curity or convenience rendered necessary. Mean- 
while the native inhabitants respect the authority 
of France, and obey, witout hesitation, a regular 
and equitable administration. The creation of the 
Bishoprick of Algiers is a new pledge of the sta- 
bility of our possession. 

The condition of our finances is more and more 
prosperous. The progressive and constant increase 
of the public revenue attests the happy develope- 
ment of national wealth, and the prosperity enjoy- 
ed by all classes of the population. Particular in- 
terests, it is true, are suffering, and demand the at- 
tention of my government. Early in the session, 
the dispositions relative to the situation of our colo- 
nies and the wants of our marine will be presented 
for your consideration. 

There will also be laid before you several pro- 
jects of law, having for their object to carry out 
the spirit of the constitution, improve general le- 


y | gislation, and meliorate different branches of the 


public administration. 

Gentlemen, my heart is affected by the testimo- 
nies which I have received from all France, in 
respect to an event which has answered all my 
wishes. The birth of the Count de Paris is the 
greatest consolation which heaven could vouchsafe 
tome. My grandson will be reared, as his father 
has been, with respect for our institutions, and 
with that devotedness to France of which my whole 
family will not cease to afford him an example. I 
desire that a solemn ceremony may unite you 
around his cradle, and that, in the midst of you, re- 
ligion may bless that infant, who belongs entirely 
to the country. 

Gentlemen, the prosperous condition of our coun- 
try, for which I congratulate myself with you, is 
the result of the support, so constant, which the 
chambers have given me for the last eight years, 
and the perfect harmony of the great powers of the 
state. Let us not forget that this is our strength. 
This harmony may become still more complete and 
unalterable, the working of our institutions, at once 
free and regular, may show to the world that a con- 
stitutional monarchy can unite with the blessings 
of liberty the stability which gives nations their 
power. 


“After the reading of the speech, some passages 
of which elicited shouts of Vive le Roi! most cour- 
teously acknowledged by his majesty, the minister 
of justice (M. Barth) administered the oath to some 
of the peers nominated since the close of the last 
session. A similar ceremony was performed by 
count Montalivet, the minister of the interior, to 
some of the members of the lower chamber elected 
or re-elected during the same period. The minis- 
ter of justice having then, in the usual form, an- 
nounced that the session of 1839 was duly opened, 
the king and prince bowed, and retired, as they 
had entered, by the door on the left of the estrade, 
followed by the royal cortege. The queen at the 
same time quitted the tribune on which she had been 
seated, the. auditory greeting their majesties with 
repeated shouts of Vive le Roi, Vive le Reine. The 
whole of the ceremony had terminated by half past 
one, at which hour the royal carriages returned to 
the palace in the customary order. The utmost 
tranquility prevailed, both on their majesties’ arri- 
val and departure, not only in the immediate neizh- 
borhood of the chamber, but also along the whole 
line by which the cortege passed. 

The papers comment on the royal speech with 
great animation—those of the opposition with great 
bitterness. We translate the remarks of the Con- 
stitutionnel, which gives a qualified support to the 
government—or ratheris a decided friend to the 
dynasty of Louis Philippe, but quarrels frequently 
with the present ministers. Its opinions are lib- 
eral on all subjects. 

The government has experienced this day a 
first and impressive lesson, that of silence. Never 
since 1830, have the official communications be- 
tween the throne and the representatives of the 
people been signalized by 90 much coldness; never} 
have the words of the sovereign been received with 
acclamations so faint and few. But we must not 





deceive ourselves in supposing that this is the re- 
sult of diminished attachment to monarchy, or of 








—$— 


whom France has chosen; the representatives ar 

firmly devoted as ever to the principle on rr 
our nationality reposes, although they recejye . 
condemn the efforts made to subvert and destroy i 
Besides, the majority which condemns the wh 
of the ministers has been careful to avoid’ 
consistency of applauding in the king, what 4, 
are ready to denounce and oppose in the ministe,: 
They know that the speech from the throne j, i 
truth the speech of the cabinet; and as such 4}, 
may receive it with cold silence, yet faii noth 
the respect that is due to the sovereign, 

During the whole reading of the discourse, but 
one passage elicited tokens of warm and genera) 
applause—tbat relating to the birth of the king’, 
grandson. The chamber has syinpathized With the 
joy of the royal family—it recognized the guaran; 
afforded to the country in the birth of a son to th 
Duke of Orleans, and of an heir to the new (dy. 
nasty; but to this avowal of attachment to tj, 
throne it has refused to add one of adhesion to the 
ministerial policy, and its conduct throughout i 
the other portions of the address was the most ¢), 
quent condeimnation that could be given to the me, 
in power.” 

[The Constitutionnel then proceeds to examin 
various expressions of the speech in detail, findins 
bitter fault with its references to the Hollando. 
Belgic question, to the evacuation of Ancona, ang 
to the civil war in Spain, and concludes with this 
prediction:] } 

‘¢We say that the speech demands from th 
chamber a firm and strong reply. If, after such, 
discourse, the reporters permit themselves to de; 
in vague and unmeaning echoes, this thing wil 
surely happen: you will have next year 200,0( 
signatures to the petition for electorial reform, anj 
the year after you will have a million.” 

The Constitutionnel of the 18th says, * Yesterday 
M. Desage arrived from London, bringing the final 
decision of the conference, (relating to the affaix 
of Belgium and Holland,) which is for adhering tg 
the treaty of the 24 articles, as regards the question 
of territory. The only thing gained by France jy 
a delay of fulfilment to the 15th February.” 

The count of Ansenburg and Monsieur Metz, 
the former a senator and the latter a deputy, for 
the provinces of Luxemburg and Limburg, had 
arrived at Paris to defend the interests of Belgium 
in relation to those provinces. It is said that they 
would demand a hearing before the committee 
charged. with the preparation of the address in 
answer to the king’s speech. 

The Moniteur Parisien says that a bill will be in. 
troduced, by the minister of war, for increasing the 


the jy, 


ig ig 


proposing other meliorations in the army. , 
Madame Gassic, widow of a distinguished artist, 
has been appointed governess to the count of Paris. 
No little comment is bestowed by the papers 01 
the arbitrary conduct of the bishop of Clermont, 11 
refusing sepulture in consecrated ground to the 
body of count Montlosier, who had written agains 
the jesuits. The archbishop of Paris also is said to 
have laid an interdict on the almoner of the Val di 
Grace, for receiving in the chapel of that hospital 
the body of the celebrated surgeon Broussais. 
Favorable accounts have been received of the 
health of the princess Mary (duchess of Wirtem- 
burg;) she was recovering, and it was hoped that 
the mild climate of Italy would entirely remove the 
apprehended consumptive tendency. 
The advices from London, in the Paris papers, 
are of Dec. 15th, evening. 
The Morning Herald alleges that earl Grey takes 
part warmly with his son-in-law, earl Durham, and 
will defend his conduct in the approaching session 
of parliament. 
It was reported in London that lord Durham hed 
invited the merchants interested in the trade wilh 
Canada, to meet him at his residence, and go into 
an explanation and vindication of his conduct. | 
From Spain we have accounts of the completion 
of the new ministry, by the appointment of seno! 


and of senor Pizarro to the department of finance. 
Great activity prevailed in the military depat 
ment at Brussels—nevertheless it was not expecte 
either at London or Paris, that there would be 2 
actual resortto.blows. It is affirmed in all quarters 
that Encland will go with the northern powers 
the Hollando-Belgic question. 


London, December 15. Consols for account closed 
this day at 933. 
Paris, December 17, Half-past 4. 


bas been rather firmer than on Saturday ; “4 
French funds have been in demand. For — 
Fives have advanced 5c.: Threes, 10c. For 





end of the month, Fives are unvaried: Threes have 
fallen 10c, 
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Evariste de Castro to the presidency of the council, § 
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Louisiana at 100f.alllf., with a few at 92f.a93f. ; 
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Alexandre Toussin. 
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FRANCE AND MEXICO. 
From the New Orleans Commerciai Bulletin. 

The following letter, addressed to us by the com- 
mander of the United States ship Erie, contains an 
account of the capture of Vera Cruz, and other par- 
ticulars of interest, as late as the date of the 18th 
December. 

Dear str: I herewith send yuu an account of the 
attack on the town of Vera Cruz, by the French, on 
the morning of the 5th ult. The statement, such as 
itis, was collected from the foreigners who remain- 
ed on shore, and the French officers themselves ; the 
latter, however, do not give Santa Anna so much 
credit for his conduct as the former. 

On the morning of the 4th ultimo, it was announ- 
ced that general Lopez de Santa Anna had been or- 
dered to succeed general Rincon, and that war was 
about to be declared. Lts. com’dt. Gardner, Farra- 
gut, and Mr. Hargous (the consul) immediately 
waited on the new cominander-in-chief to ascer- 
tain the footing on which the American citizens 
would be placed. He received them with marked 
respect, and replied to their interrogatories, that 
“every-respect would be paid to Americans; but 
that the Mexican government had disapproved of the 
capitulation of the town, made by general Rincon, 
and had directed his ( Rincon’s) recall to Mexico for 
trial, and placed him (Santa Anna) in command, 
with directions to notify the French admiral that it 
was the determination of the Mexican government 
to sacrifice the republ’: rather than yield any one 
point for which they had contended ; which commu- 
cation, he said, had been sent to admiral Baudin :” 
he also stated that ‘as the result was uncertain, it 
would probably be as well to embark the Americans 
until things were more settled.” 

So soon as the despatch was received by admiral 
Baudin, three hours were asked for the embarkation 
of.the French sybjects, which were granted; and 
during the afternoon, all the foreigners, as well as 
French, were embarked or sent to the castle. The 
Americans, and several others,‘on board the ‘ Con- 
sort” and ** Erie.” At 4 A.M. the boats of the 
French squadron, containing between twelve and 
fifteen hundred men, attacked the town under cover 
of avery dense fog—so that they were not per- 
ceived until on the mole, and in the fort. 

log landed in three divisions, at the north and 
South forts, and the centre at the mole, commanded 
by admiral Baudin in person. Their approach was 
first announced by the blowing up of the ate. In 
a few moments they had possession of the town. 
The troops in town did not exceed four hundred, 
and so scattered that they made no stand before the 
French, but retreated to the barracks on the south of 
the city, where they were soon joined by Santa Anna, 
who narrowly escaped from his bed, by the roof of the 
adjoining house, while the guard at his door were 
disputing most gallantly the entrance of the French ; 
nor did they succeed until they were about to blow 
up the door, when the Mexicans fled to save the 


Havre, December 16. Cotton. A very yprince de Joinville, who led this party, succeeded in 
‘ve business has been done in cotton. this week, | securing general Arista, who was in bed at the time 
ST eater part on speculation, and in the last two| of the attack, in the next room to Santa Anna, and 

» e days since; with an advance of 2a2}c. on perceived he had just missed the latter, as his bed 

Ms was warm, he rushed to the attack of the barracks, 
oderate sup lies for some weeks to come, and| where he learned the Mexicans had made a stand. 

: sting genera ly very high rates, has induced some | He was, however, warmly received and repulsed ; 

rye by ipal dealers to anticipate their purchases | and after a long conflict, driven from before them ; 

and gen. Santa Anna continued to harass them from 
the houses, &c. until they reached the mole, where 
roduce in the interior, where there does not seem | he assembled about two hundred and filty of his 
men, and made arush to secure the prince or the 
» the above advance fully maintained, at least} admiral; but fortunately for the latter, they had a 
nel the arrivals of the new crop have become | small field piece on the end of the mole, charged to 

“* Much will then depend on the extent} the muzzle with grape and cannister; and as the 

The receipts of the week being| Mexicans approached, led on by Santa Anna in 

900 bales, whilst the outgoings have amounted to| most gallant style, they discharged the fatal piece, 

1,500 bales, our stock is now estimated at 28,000} and no doubt saved their admirai, ct whom the 


Ashes. A sinall lot of pearls has paid 57f.25 for leg and received a wound in his right arm; it kill- 
Pots now remain without demand at] ed three officers and three men, and wounded six 
i7{,.50. A rather heavy supply being expected by | or seven others. t 
he two next packets, no improvement appears yet | moment, and the French succeeded in completing 
their embarkation. 
Rice is neglected, and the next transactions will six shot in various parts of his body. A midship- 


ton yesterday were 1,108 bales, including 776 bales | is very great. 


Mexican fire was principally levelled. 


man and boy were killed beside him. The loss of 
the French is estimated at about fifteen or eighteen 


The loss of the Mexicans, so far as I 
have been able to ascertain, was not a third; which 
is readily accounted for, as they fought under cover, 
except at the mole, where the foreigners who were 
present, gave them great credit for their gallantry ; 
and the prince de Joinville said, “they defended 
their barracks most gallantly.” 

This last, and. perhaps most_ gallant act of general 
Santa Anna’s life, has done much to establish him 
in the good opinion of the soldiery. Since the am- 
putation of his leg, which is below the knee, he is 
doing well, and still retains the command. 


destroy the forts to prevent their annoying them in 
future, and to take Santa Anna and Arista; and 
had they not attacked the barracks, they would have 
accomplished their object with comparatively no 
loss; but, as it is, they are the best judges whether 
or not the object was worthy the sacrifice. It has 
given the Mexicans great confidence, and they will 
find them more ready and willing for the conflict 
when they next assail them. It is said, and I be- 
lieve truly, that their surprise on the morning of the 
5th ultimo, was owing to admiral Baudin saying in 
his last communication, that he should expect an 
answer by eight o’clock the next morning; in con- 
sequence of which, gen. Santa Anna directed their 
officers to keep their troops outside, and not enter 
the city till seven o’clock, but that he anticipated 
an attack from the French in a few minutes after 
the messenger left the ship. But in all this there is 
much recrimination. The French accuse the Mex- 
icans of having violated their faith by arresting 
some of their officers at the city gate, &c. After 
the return of the French boats to their respective 
vessels, the prince de Joinville in the Creole, and 
two or three brigs, which laid under the castle, di- 
rected a very heavy bombardment against that por- 
tion of the city which intervened between them and 
the barracks, with a view to the destruction of the 
latter; but without the least success, as there were 
two or three very massive buildings intervening. 
The church of Merced, in particular, was very 
much injured. AttwoP.M. they ceased firing, and 
from that time to the present moment every thing 
has remained perfectly tranquil. The admiral, 
with his fleet, except the vessels under the castle, 
and the hospital ship under the Sacrificios, ran 
down to Antonio Lizardo on the 6th ultimo, for 
winter quarters. 
The port of Vera Cruz is declared, by admiral 
Baudin’s proclamation of the 22d ultimo, to be open 
to enter, but not to land goods; the slightest afteinpt 
at which will cause the confiscation of vessel and 
cargo. ‘Tampico and other ports are declared ina 
state of blockade as formerly. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

D. G. FARRAGUT, lieut. commanding. 


MURDER AND PIRACY. 
From the Salem Register. 

We give. below the details of a most melancholy 
tragedy, in the murder of capt. Charles F’. Wilkins, 
and a young man named Wm. }’. Babbage, belong- 
ing to the ship Eclipse, of this port, by the treach- 
erous and blood thirsty Malays, at Tra Bangun on 
the coast of Sumatra. Capt. W. was a man of 
sterling integrity of character and much respected 
by all who knew him. He had been engaged in 
the pepper trade for several years, and his return 





This barbarous outrage demands the immediate 


and serious consideration of our government. The 
affair of.the Potomac is already almost forgotten 
by the natives, or alluded to with scorn, 
she is the only vessel the Americans could send, 
and that she was borrowed from the English. 


They say 


The particulars which we give, are obtained from 


the protest made before the American consul at St, 
Helena, and from a letter written by capt. Silver 
of the Lucille, with extracts from which we have 
been kindly favored by the owner. 
the property taken from the ship, was, we learn, 
about $30,000, which was fully covered by insu- 
rance at different offices in this city. 


The value of 


The Eclipse arrived at Tra Bangun from another 


port on the coast, on the 22d: of August, and on the 
24th preparations were made and ‘every thing ar- 
ranged for weighing pepper, which was coinmenced 
_ |on and continued through the followi 
By this discharge gen. Santa Anna lost his left | chief mate and four men were engaged on shore in 
weighing, and while there, resided at the fort of the 
Rajah of Tra Bangun. On the 26th, the weighing 
It checked their progress for the | was continued, and about sun-down of that day, 

upwards of eleven Malays went on board the ship, 
The admiral’s coxswain had | having with them several bags of pepper. Two of 
these men, Oosoo (the head man and brother of 


day. The 


Sumat whom capt. Wilkins had hired as his assis- 
tant, according to custom on that coast) and anoth- 


killed and fifty wounded ; the proportion of officers |e", went into the cabin to converse with the cap- 


tain on business, where they supped with him. 
About 8 o’clock, they commenced weighing two 
bags at a draft—and on the third draft, the Malays 
began the attack by stabbing the 2d mate and the 
boy Babbage. The latter fell, but the mate not 
being severely wounded, ran to seize something to 
defend himself with, and in going aft, saw Oosoo 
stab the captain. 

The Malays in the meantime had seized the mus- 
kets in the round house, with all the weapons with- 
in reach, and the crew being overpowered, were 


The | obliged to save themselves as best they could, some 
French say their object in this attack was simply to |of them by jumping overboard, and others retreat- 


ing up the rigging. The pirates then commenced 
the plunder of the vessel, the cook, Wm. Reynolds, 
talking with, and apparently assistingthem. They 
left the ship between ten and twelve o’clock, taking 
with them 26,000 or $27,000 in specie, two chests 
of opium, two trunks of the captain’s best wearing 
apparel, teo gold watches, a fowling piece and 
case, two spy glasses, the ship’s colors, all the can- 
vass and cotton cloth that could be found, several 
muskets, some ammunition, the captain’s writing 
desk containing the chief part of his papers and 
accounts, with several other small articles, 

After the pirates had left the ship, those of the 
crew who had remained in the vessel went on deck 
and discovered that the cook had gone with them, 
and as was believed of his own accord. He had 
frequently been heard to say, that he meant to go 
and live with the Maiays, and for several days pre- 
vious had often been seen in close conversation 
with Sumata, and they were apparently good friends. 
Before this, he had been put in irons for making a 
disturbance on board and refusing duty, and had 
that day implored the capt. on his knees to release 
him, which he promised to do as soon as the mate 
returned. % 

The remainder of the crew then lowered the boat 
and rowed to a French barque, lying about nine 
miles off to procure assistance, as they feared anoth- 
er attack might be made on the ship by proas which 
were hovering near; and there being unable to ob- 
tain immediate aid on account of sickness on board, 
they got their wounds dressed and remained until 
morning. 

The chief mate Mr. Whitmash, was first informed 
of the massacre on the morning of the 27th, by three 
of the crew who had jumped overboard during the 
attack and swam ashore, a distance of about two 
miles, through the surf. He immediately applied 
to the Ragan for assistance, who manned and arm- 
ed 5 of the boats, and himself, with some of his 
principal men, accompanied the crew to the ship 
for the purpose of retaking her if necessary. They 
however found no living soul on board, but discov- 
ered the body of eapt. Wilkins on the half deck 
below, and Babbage on the break of the half deck 
forward—every thing being in the utmost disorder. 
Three of those who had been on board the French 
barque returned about the same time. 

After clearing the decks and getting the vessel in 
tolerable order, they slipped the cable and put to 
sea, and arrived at Muskie on the 2d of September, 
where they received all necessary assistance from 
captains then d and Silver, of the ship Borneo and 
brig Lucilla, both of this port. On Monday the 27th 
of August the body of Babbage was committed to 
the deep, and on the following day, Tuesday, that 
of capt. Wilkins. A request was forwarded from 





has been for some time expected, after a long voy- 





property of their general’s friend. So soon as the 


|age of twenty-five months. 


the Rajaii that the body of the captain might be 
landed and buried at Tray Bangun, but it was 
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deemed unsafe to comply, lest the ship should bey 
again attacked and overpowered by the natives. 

The Eclipse arrived here on Saturday, with only 
a part of her cargo. ; 


From the Washington Globe. 

We observe .in some of the public papers a dis- 
position to blame the government, as usual, for 
omitting the proper measures te protect the trade 
of the United States on the coast of Sumatra and 
in the Indian Ocean. The injustice of the impu- 
tation will be apparent when it is understood that 
commodore REED, now on a cruise to the East In- 
dies, was specially instructed to visit the Island of: 
Sumatra, with a view to the protection of com- 
merce and of overawing the piratical spirit of the 
natives. From dates and circumstances it is al- | 
most certain that he will already have been on the 
spot, and taken the necessary measures to punish 
the authors of the outrage, as well as to procure sat- 
isfaction for the plunder of the Eclipse. We also 
understand it is the intention of the president to 
keep an American cruiser employed constantly, in 
future, in the Indian seas, or, at least, to direct such 
frequent visits of our public ships as shall impress 
on the minds of the natives a conviction that they 
will return at certain stated seasons, and conse- 
quently, prevent the recurrence of similar outrages. 


MR. SHEPARD’S ADDRESS, 
TO THE FREEMEN OF THE FOURTH CONGRES- 
SIONAL DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA. 

Gentlemen: Circumstances of a private nature 
prevented me from visiting all of you, during the 
recess of congress, and I take this means of com- 
municating with my constituents on the state of our 
affairs, and of presenting to them my views of the 

reat questions which agitate the public mind. Be- 

ore I proceed, however, to these interesting topics, 
let me remind you that I came to congress “un- 
committed and untrammelled.” In the short ad- 
dress, published previously to the election of 1837, 
after stating my objections to some of the promi- 
nent measures of general Jackson’s administration, 
I declared that «if Mr. Van Buren advise good and 
wholesome laws, I shall give him a hearty support.” 
My feelings and prejudices were against this gen- 
tleman; but, having been placed in the presidency 
by a majority of the American people, it was the 
part of wisdom to give him a fair hearing; and, to 
expiess my determination, I used the emphatic lan- 
guage, “I will approve where I can, and condemn 
when I must.” 

During the canvass, the pecuniary distress of the 
times was the chief subject of discussion, and I 
thought that the bungling manner in which the 
public finances were managed was one of its prin- 
cipal causes. I condemned the attack on the na- 
tional bank; I spoke of its usefulness to the coun- 
try, and endeavored to remove some of the preju- 
dices entertained by the people against that corpo- 
ration. I also believed that a great regulator was 
necesary to keép the state banks in check, and I 
thought it probable that we should be compelled to 
resort to the establishment of a national institution; 
but never did I pledge myself to vote ‘ yea” or 
‘*nay” on the subject, and reserved this and all 
other questions for future deliberation. He whe 
lives at a distance from the great theatre of public 
life, and pins his faith to scheming politicians, can- 
not reach a Safe conclusion, and I resolved to bea 
free man, and judge for myself, or to remain in the 
honest obscurity of my private home. Had I sup- 
posed that I was elected to be the attorney ofa 

arty, or to work under the orders of some selfish 
eader, who is indifferent to the feelings and wel- 
fare of my ow# constituents, I should have rejected 
the tawdry honor with scorn. Whatever may have 
been my prepossessions, or however warmly I may 
have expressed my sentiments, I never doubted 
that the people understood me to be free from the 
shackles of party, and believed that I would use 
my own understanding in the discharge of my pub- 
lic duties. I cannot suppose that you think me less 
trustworthy than Mr. Clay or Mr. Van Buren; 
however splendid may be the talents of these gen- 
tlemen, they cannot look so closely to your interest 
as one that was born and lives amonyst you; and 
in thinking for myself, without giving undue weight 
to their opinions, my conscience absolves me from 
the slightest impropriety. I refer now to the terms 
of my service, because I shall act in accordance 
with this view of the agreement; and after a cau- 
tious survey of the whole subject, witha single eye 
to the welfare of the country, 1 am opposed to the 
establishment of a national bank, or the existence 
of any corporation whose power and whose busi- 
ness pervades the whole confederacy. It is not ‘o 
be denied that a federal institution is a convenient 
agent to the secretary of the treasury. The re- 





and wherever needed, can be disbursed through its) 
various branches; and if regard be bad only to the 
ease of public officers, o1 the despatch with which’ 
credit can be transported, a national bank is the’ 
most appropriate instrument. But it is not indis-{| 
pensably necessary. The commercial relations of 
the union enable the bank to perform the duty 
above mentioned; and the same reason will put it in 
the power of the government to expend its money 
through its own officers. Most of the revenue is 
collected in New York, and some of it is wanted 
in Missouri. The merchants of the latter state 
purchase their goods in the former, and are always 
glad to have funds where their debts are payable, 
and if the money of the government be in safe 
hands at New York, a drait on this deposite will 
be equivalent to specie in St. Louis, and eagerly 
desired. This simple illustration throws light on 
the whole subject. In early times, when there were 
neither banks nor brokers, it might have been ne- 
cessary to put up a national institution; but a check 
or draft of the secretary of the treasury, wherever 
it may now go, will purchase the best currency, and 
be sufficient to pay the debts of the government. 

A paper circulation, common to the whole coun- 
try, has been much lauded, and is certainly useful 
to the travelling community. It is said that if a 
person started at New Orleans and went to Boston, 
half of his expenses might be charged to broker- 
age; but the taking of a small quantity of specie 
would remedy this evil, even if we were disposed 
to compare the temporary convenience of a few 
travellers to the permanent interests of the thuu- 
sands who never leave their own state. The local 
banks, if properly managed, can always furnish 
exchange at a moderate premium. The relative 
business of the different sections of the country is 
the basis of this operation. If Newbern buys 
more than it sells, exchanges will be against New- 
bern; and if it sells more than it buys, exchange 
will be in its favor; and this is the universal law 
under every systein of finance. During the late 
crisis, exchange at New Orleans on New York was 
fifteen per cent. above par, while in North Caro- 
lina a draft could be obtained at one per cent. The 
reason was, that new Orleans was heavily indebted 
to New York, whilst the merchants of our own 
state had been doing a snug and prudent business. 
The bank of England has no branch at Dublin or 
Edinburgh, yet the merchants of that kingdom do 
not complain of the derangement of exchanges. 
There is no bank to regulate the commercial inter- 
course between New York and Liverpool, and 
there is no justifiable cause why the business of our 
own cities should not be on a footing equally favor- 
able. In the breaking up of an old system, and 
the commencement of another, there will be some 
distress and confusion, but in a short time the busi- 
ness of the country will become adapted to the 
new state of things, and the predicted evils will not 
appear. 

The chief argument, however, in favor of a na- 
tional bank, is its supposed ability to maintain a 
sound currency. The precedent of 1816, when 
Mr. Madison gave up his objections and signed the 
bill for the establishment of the late institution, is 
irequently referred to, and at one time it had great 
weight in my own mind. Buta more minute ac- 
quaintance with the history of banking, and a more 
searching investigation of its tendencies, have sha- 
ken my faith in the soundness of this opinion. 

The general assembly grants a charter of incor- 
poration, and if moneyed men are pleased with its 
prosiazons, they subscribe for the stock, and the 

ank begins its operations. The object of the le- 
gislature is to furnish a paper currency to the peo- 
ple; that of the capitalist is to make a goed invest- 
ment for himself. Prudent, and keen-sighted, and 
looking to his own interests, he manages the bank 
to make money for the stockholders. The greater 
the issue of paper, the larger will be the dividends, 
and the higher the stock will rise in the market; 
thus, for a time, even an honest man will be 
tempted to go beyond the bounds of prudence, and 
throw out more currency than is wanted. When 
to this is added the eagerness of borrowers, the re- 
sult of the whole affair is easily perceptible. Though 
young in years, the country is already in the old 
age of luxury and refinement. Habits of industry 
and economy are distasteful to many of our peo- 
ple. They wish to substitute speculation for pa- 
tient labor, and they are greedy of riches, though 
they indulge in expensive pleasures. A temporary 
combination takes place between the banker and 
the borrower; every thing rises in price; the rich 
man thinks himself a prince; the poor one acts as if 
he had wealth; and all go on rejoicing, until the 
bubble is swollen to its utmost extent, and then the 
puncture ofa pin brings it tothe earth. The bank 
cannot redeem its paper, because its debtors can- 











venue, wherever collected, can be deposited there, 


not pay, for prices and property are in an artificial. 


state; the knowing capitalist took adyant,, 

some one’s ignorance to sell his stock at a his 
vance, and leaves the institution to the Odium y 
his own conduct bronght against it. 

Any bank of large capital, preperly may, 
would certainly check the state corporatign,® 
keep thei within reasonable limits. But 4, 
no guaranty that a national institution wo, 
governed with more virtue and wisdom tha, 
state banks; men of the same character are st 
holders of each, desirous of large dividends, ay 
debtors of one are as little likely to be ciicuy, 
as those of the other. The same vice infec, 
whole system, and where there is an apparey 
ference between the federal and local hank, 
caused by peculiar circumstances. If in 18} 
legislature had compelled the state corporatio, 

erform their contracts, or the general gover, 

ad demanded specie in the payment of its 
there would have been no necessity for a patel 
Dank; if the makers and guardians of the lay y, 
extend to banks the same penalties, which bey 
solvent individuals, we should not often hear ¢ 
suspension of specie payments. That this jg 
true remedy, late events incontestably prove, 
banks of New York would have forfeited 4 
charters, if resumption had not taken place oy 
before the first 


moth at Philadelphia. I have no affinity yj 
those who wish to persecute moneyed insiitutigl 
for there are times when the wisest cannot {or 
the revulsions in trade and commerce, and s\y 
not be blamed; I only Jay down a general pring 
applicable to ordinary cases, by which the pe 
can be protected, and the banks be made to 
their duty. 

But if a national bank can confer these bog 
blessings on the people, it must be invested) 
vast power and extensive privileges. The py 
dent of the late institution, when asked by ag 
mittee of the senate, “has the bank at any j 
oppressed any of the state banks?” answered 
never; but there are very few banks that might 
have been destroyed by an exertion of the powe 
the bank.” It thus seems that twelve individ 
would control the moneyed interests of this g 
country. If they were favorable to a state ban 
might issue bills to any amount, and make! 
dividends for its stockholders; if they were hos 
it must shut its doors and close its business, W 
out regard to the power which brought it into: 
tence. Whatever might be the interests of the) 
ple among whom it was located, or the objet 
the legislature which granted the charter, thek 
bank must look to the views and feelings of 
distant master, on whose smiles and frowns its} 
would hang. This powerful influence would! 
be confined to the capitalists and their imme 
dependants; the industrious classes, the merch 
manufacturer, agriculturist, and all who wer 
need of loans and credit for successful operat 
would have a direct interest in propitiating 
great Moloch of money. When we think! 
rage for riches which characterizes the presents 
eration, and the inordinate desire for the luxi 
of life, it is not unreasonable to suppose thal 
power which is believed to dispense these !2 
would be almost irresistible. 

The federal and state governments, combi! 
do not possess an influence commensurate will 
which acts on the pecuniary hopes and fears 0 
industrious and enterprising community. The! 
ter comes to our firesides; it ming es with our? 
sacred feelings; it affects ali our interests; I! 
give us competence, or it may dash us ant! 
children into the dirt. Without appealing (0! 
passions, I would ask the thmking people of! 
country if it be safe to give a single corporatidl 
great privileges? Is it not best to divide the! 
neyed power, to separate it into smailler patly 
that capitalists would rival and check each 0 
and not act intoa solid phalanx on the other cla! 
of society? 

But it is said that those who have mone}! 
timid; that far from interfering with state af 
they are apt to succomb to politicians, insted 
manfully struggling for their own rights. +° 
the truth in monarchical or aristocratical 2° 
ments, where there is no chance for bankers 
stockjobbers to acquire much influence; in are 
lic, however, where individuals have great © 
tunities of perverting the public mind, wealth }§! 
of the greatest engines that can he brought to ° 


ate on politics. Itis not supposed that the direc 
of the bank parlor would openly issue orders 0” 


subject of an election, or have the head of an © 


sive individual chopped off without the trial by )" 


but if two parties were violently contendi"é 
supremacy, and one was more favorable to t? 


ay, and this happened not yim 
without a national bank, but in spite of the nim 
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se doubt into which scale the moneyed weight 
id be thrown? General Jackson was accused 
ishing to tamper with the late bank, but was 
lied by the pride and intellect of the great man 
yerned, that institution. It cannot be ex- 
ed, that a gentlemen of such endowments 
id always be at the head of a national bank; -if 
ere conirolled by @ person who thought only 
sterest, and the success of pecuniary specula- 
. and the charter was on the eve of expir- 
“it is to be feared that a opular president 
id bend the whole body to his purposes. In 
ing tothe future, and thinking of the increasing 
aptions of the times, an honest and prudent 
sman might see cause to believe, that a union 
noneyed and political power was not impos- 
. who then could resist the president and 
bank combined? who would dare raise his 
azainst the dispenser of honors and wealth? 
who does not see that a tyranny of the meanest 
acter, would take the place of our present go- 
it? 
sethet objection to a bank of iarge capital, whe- 
chartered by the general or state government, 
s tendency to concentrate the trade of the coun- 
at particular points. I do not envy the com- 
ial prosperity of our northern brethren; but it 
either unpatriotic nor unwise to wish that south- 
merchar.ts should export the productions of our 
, and bring us the comforts and necessaries of 
ign regions. A moneyed institution of immense 
purces at New York or Philadelphia, with 
nches in the states, would effectually command 
commerce, and bind usin iron chains to the 
Jers and merchants of the north. It would be the 
icy of the bank to foster the industry of that sec- 
n where its managers resided and held property; 
sonal acquaintance, social ties, and local feeling, 
ld always induce them to consider the pros- 
ity of their own city or state as the chief object 
attainment. 
is true that great natural advantages cannot be 
irely contravened—that a town favorably situa- 
for commerce will become an important place, 
that the enterprize of a people will ultimately 
successful. But when circumstances and legis- 
on have given a direction to business, the order 


tinued; settled habits and the overwhelming in- 
nee of capital would render the struggles of pa- 
tism and intelligence useless for generations. 





ite tribute to their welfare. 
things cannot be changed if the old policy be | 





e merchants of the south have become sensible 


heir own interests, anc are endeavoring to have | 


irect trade with other portions of the globe. | 
buld a bank, governed by northern men, look 
ly on such an effort? Would they who control 
credit of the country, who confer favors and in- 
t blows, give aid and cguntenance to new 
emes, or*strain every nerve to keep commerce 
ts own channels ? 
here is not a city in the union whose merchants 
ye not felt that Philadelphia enjoyed superior ad- 
tages in consequence of having the bank; and 
he capital of such an institution were distributed 
ugh the states, and governed by men of different 
ings and views, every section would participate 
re equally in its benefits, whilst its political pow- 
ould be greatly diminished. The cities of the 
th might then hope for success in commercial ri- 
ry, and even the seaports of Carolina would raise 
ir lowly heads, to struggle for a portion of that 
le, which our ewn industry brings into existence. 


he next subject worthy of your attention, is the 
enditures of the general government. During 

last six years, these have been enormously in- 
ised, by the Florida war, the purchase of Indian 
ltory, and the removal of the Aborigines to the 
intry west of the Mississippi. But independently 
Such causes, a system of extravagance has been 
ablished at Washington, which, if continued, 
st deeply affect the character of the government, 
t the happiness of the people. *Our statesmen 
¢ always contended for a cheap and simple es- 
lishment; they think that the union was formed 
isure domestic peace and protect us from for- 
n enemies; and they have deprecated that doc- 
€ of construction, which will sweep away the 
litations of the constitution, and degrade the 
les into mere corporations. On the other hand, 
bse who fear dissolution more than consolidation, 
to think that the federal arin should be strength- 
ed, seize every opportunity to increase the in- 
ence.of the central government, and find by ex- 
nence that extensive patronage is the best engine 
effect their purposes. Other motives have ac- 
ated the friends of domestic manufactures. The 
sperity of this branch of industry, is caused by 
ties levied on foreign goods; the higher the im- 
st the more benefit accrues to the manufacturer. 
( he clamors for large revenues and heavy expen- 


‘ment are of less concern to us, than the agitating 





ures. We say that the tariff is a tax on the: 


agricultural talent of the community, and that the 
government has no right to favor one class at the ex- 
pense of another; but so devoted are these men to 
their own interest, that the constitution is forgotten, 
and every foolish and expensive scheme is welcomed, 
because it makes taxation necessary. But, with 
all their efforts, the extravagance of the government 
could not keep pace with the greediness of the manu- 
facturer, and orty millions of dollars were amassed 
in the treasury at the commencement of 1837, 
which could not be expended in the public service. 

This money was deposited in the banks, and loan- 
ed by them to individuals; it contributed to swell the 
currency and bring on that reckless spirit of specu- 
lation which eventuated in our late disasters. The 
banks never thought of payment—the men in pow- 
er did not understand the subject—the people were 
unwary and thirsty for wealth, and allt were over- 
whelmed with ruin when they thought themselves 
at the acme of prosperity. 

But this was the least of evils. The land has re- 
sounded with an outcry against the abuses and cor- 





ruptions of the government. It is said that public 
funds have been used for electioneering purposes— 
that politicians have been bribed to support the ru- ! 
lers in office, and that the people have been defrauded | 
for the private benefit of hypocritical leaders. All ' 
this nay be true, but to charge the party in power 
with the whole crime is to take a view of things at 
once coniracted and unphilosophical, ‘They who 
have destroyed the ancient simplicity of the federal 
government, who have interfered with the industry 
of the states, who have been foremost in taxes and 
expenditures, are deserving of the deepest censure. 
A pure man may fall from temptation, and any par- 
ty will become corrupt, if it have means and oppor- 
tunity; and he who is sincerely anxious for hon- 
est rulers, and is opposed to daring usurpation, must 
strive to keep the government poor, and frown upon 
every scheme of extravagance, however plausible 
and attractive. 

The north has received the benefit of. this legisla- 
tion, and the south has been its victim. But through 
the mercy of Providence, the laboring classes in the 
free states begin to think that these bounties and 
monopolies of the general government do not con- 
Ido not say that the “de- 
mocratic party” of the north is perfectly sound on 
this subject; but the only assistance which we get 
from that section, is derived from the membets of 
this party; and being opposed to grand plans of ex- 
pense, from feeling and education, they constitute 
our reliance, and are indeed our natural allies. 

The bank and all the affairs of the general govern- 


question which has been thrust on the country by 
the northern abolitionists. ‘Chese people denounce 
slavery as sin to God and injustice to man; the most 
opprobrious epithets are cast on the citizens of the 
south, and every means is taken, secretly and openly, 
to excite the slave and to terrify the master. Many 
powerful presses are at their command—some able 
and eloquent men are in their ranks—thoueands of 
papers, books, and pictures are daily issued to in- 
flame the public mind; and as the coinmerce between 
the states is entirely unrestricted, and all can travel 
without hindrance, and the post office is open alike to 
the vehicles of poison and the messengers of truth, 
itis obvious that, without the strictest vigilance, 
the blacks may atsome unexpected moment be dri- 
ven to madness. But these men are not coutent 
with firing at adistance their engines of destruction; 
they daily petition congress to abolish slavery in the 
District of Columbia, and if this object be attained, 
the capitol itself will resound with their frenzied 
ebullitions. Located at Washington, in the midst 
of a slave population, and encouraged by the exam- 
ple and countenance of the general government, 
these incendiaries would be so active and daring that 
nothing could ste: the current of folly and fanati- 
cism. 

Those who visit the north for the purpose of tra- 
ding, are led to believe that this excitement is con- 
fined to a few persons of obscure character; but the 
merchants, who are benefitted by southern com- 
inerce, are interested to keep our eyes closed, in 
order that the intercourse of the sections may not be 
interrupted. The politicians too, who are connected 
with prominent men in the north, are anxious to 
keep down alarm and beguile us into security, for 
fear that our people will fly froin the support of 
those measures, which are known to be identified 
with northern interests. Six years ago, the first ‘‘anti- 
slavery society” was formed in the city of New York; 
now many hundreds are spread through the free states 
engaged in making proselytes, collecting funds, and 
distributing books and pamphlets. Influential preach- 
ers of the gospel, enjoying a high reputation for piety 
and knowledge, devote their zealand talent to the 
promotion of the cause. The seminaries of learn- 
ing have societies, where professors and students 





unite their efforts against the peace of the south 
even the school books are filled with libels on our 
character and institutions, in order that the rising 
generation may come to the duties of life with set- 
tled opinions and prejudices. The number of mem- 
bers of congress; who openly advocate abolition, is 
daily increasing, and if they who secretly aid the 
fanatics, or connive at their proceedings, be added 
to the list, the party will not be contemptible. Fel- 
low-citizens, I have travelled at the north, 1 have as- 
sociated with all classes ef people, I have endeavored 
to become acquainted with the real state of things, 
and F tell you in all sineerity that there is danger, 
and I implore you not to be deceived. . 
The connection of this subject with politics, is 
at once the strongest proof of what I assert, and the 
worst sign of the times. If the number of the abo- 
litionists were small, and the north thoroughly 
sound, both “whigs” and “democrats” would treat 
them with eontempt; but in Massachusetts both 
parties court the fanatics; in Maine and New Hamp- 
shire, they are opposed to the ‘‘democrats;”” in New 
York, the whigs elected one of these men to be 


- their lieutenant governor, and in Pennsylvania, the 


whig candidate for governor was an avowed abo- 
litionist. ‘These are facts which cannot be denied. 

When Mr. Van Buren was inaugurated, he de- 
clared himself the uncompromising opponent of 
abolition. At the commencement of the second 
session of the twenty-fifth congress, it was thought 
preadent to stifle the petitions and memorials on this 
subject, and Mr. Patton, of Virginia, introduced a 
resolution, ordering them to be laid on the table 
without further aetion thereon: seventy-four mem- 
bers of the house of representatives voted against 
this resolution, of whom nine or ten were supporters 
of the administration, and the rest were its oppo- 
nents, not a single ‘‘whig” from the north voting 
in the affirmative. On the 12th of December, 1838, 
Mr. Atherton of New Hampshire, presented to our 
body certain resolutions on the subject of the powers 
of the general government, and for the purpose of 
disposing of the ‘‘abolition papers,”’ with which the 
houge was to be flooded: they affirm the control of 
the states over their domestic institutions, and re- 
buke in a proper spirit the agitators, who wish to 
use this government as a lever to effect their de- 
signs on the southern country. Seventy-eight mem- 
bers voted against the last clause of the last resolu- 
tion, ordering the petitions and memorials of the 
fanatics to beelaid on the table, ‘‘without being 
printed, read, or referred;” of these nine or ten 
were ‘‘democrats,” and the rest were ‘“‘whigs,’’ not 
a single opponent of Mr. Van Buren, from the 
north, voting in the affirmative. 

The abolitionists and their friends were deeply 
offended at the passage of these resolutions: those 
who voted for them were stigmatised in the vilest 
language, and denounced as the puppets of slave- 
holders; whilst they who voted ageinst them were 
heralded through the north as the friends of liberty 
and free discussion. I am far from saying that all 
the northern whigs are favorable to the schemes of 
these miguided people; but Mr. Van Buren having 
early taken ground against them, and his friends in 
congress having voted with the southern delegation, 
thereby incurring the batred of the fanatics, whilst 
the whigs have received their thanks and praises, it 
is not unreasonable to conclude that one party is 
much sounder than the other. I, however, only 
state the facts; it beeomes you to make the com- 
ment in justice and charity. 

But we must not put too much faith in parties 
and politicians. 1 have seen enough to make me 
distrust those who are struggling for power and 
office. We must adhere toour principles; we must 
keep aloof from those contests, whose result is to 
elevate men and divide the spoils of victory. Ifthe 
slaveholding states be true to themselves, they can 
give law to the government; but if our public men 
be divided into -actions, and permit the great doc- 
trines of the constitution to be sunk in a mere 
scramble for the “loaves and fishes,”’ our influence 
will be lost, and our property will be sacrificed. 

The preceding remarks unfold my pes prin- 
ciples, and indicate the course that I shall pursue 
on the bill for the establishment of the “independent 
treasury,” if it contain those safeguards which I 
deem essential to permanent success. Under its 
provisions, executive patronage will be less than if 
the government were leagued with the banks; its 
tendency is to diminish the public expenditures— 
to purify the currency, and to render unnecessary 
that paper monopoly, so alien to the genius of our 
institutions, and so fatal to the interests of the 
sourthern states. The length of this communica- 
tion prevents me from entering more fully into the 
merits of the great doctrine of the separation of 


‘bank and state; its novelty, and the clamor that 


was raised for political effect, induced many excel- 
lent men to question its expediency; but, contrary 
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to preconceived notions, I feel compelled to give it 
my support, and shall take another opportunity of 
stating the reasons. : 

It is probable that some of those who were with 
me in 1837, will be dissatisfied with the views pre- 
sented in this paper. For these gentlemen I shall 
ever entertain the warmest esteem, and I regret that 
we should’ differ in the slightest degree; but in the 
performance of legislative duties an honest mau 


cannot indulge his private feelings. 


I could not sustain general Jackson in his disre- 
gard of the co-ordinate branches of the govern- 
ment, or in the prostitution of his office to the de- 
signs of favorites and sycophants, and I have always 
expressed high admiration for Mr. Clay, and even 
urged his claims to the presidency; but whilst Mr. 
Van Buren keeps within the limits of bis constitu- 
tional powers, and seems disposed to adopt a polic 
that is just to the south and honorable to himself, it 
would be the height of folly to make war on him, 
in order to elevate a party from which I differ essen- 
tially, and many of whose members are deeply hos- 
tile to the interests of my own constituents. As 
for the crivellings of ignorance, and the insinuations 
of malice, I shall endeavor to bear them with pa- 
tience and dignity. In the search after truth, I 
may frequently err, and sometimes be forced to 
change my opinions; but proudly conscious that I 
have no other object than the welfare of my coun- 
try, IT cheerfully submit to the justice and candor of 
a liberal community. 

Your obedient servant, 
CHARLES SHEPARD. 
Washington, Dec. 20, 1838. 





GEN. GRATIOT’S STATEMENT. 
CoMMUNICATION OF Gen. GraTioT to the house 
of representatives, containing his statement of the 
recent movements in regard to his alleged defal- 
cations. 

The origin cf my difficulty with the government 
was in the settlement of my accounts as disburs- 
ing agent for the fortifications in Hampton Roads, 
Va., the construction of which I superintended du- 
ring nine years, commencing in 1819, until my pre- 
motion as chief engineer, and during seven years 
of that time I was charged with the disbursement of 


’ the funds for that purpose. 


In the final settlement of my accounts as disburs- 
ing ayent, a difference was found between uny state- 
ment and that of the accounting officer of the treasu- 
ry department, the nature of which, and my views 
on the subject, are shown in the following extract of 
a letter to the secretary of war. 

Engineer Department, 
Washington, Jan. 4, 1831. 
To hon. J. H. Eaton, secretary of war: 

Sir: I have the honor tosubmit herewith for your 
consideration and decision on the cases presented, a 
statement of differences between the third auditor 
and myself in the settlement .of my accounts as dis- 
bursing agent for the fortifications in Hampton 
Roads. The disallowances may be thus classed. 

ist. Rent of quarters for lieutenants Dutton and 
Mordecai. 

2. Medical attendance at forts Monroe and Cal- 
houn, one half of the amount paid only being allow- 
ed to my credit. 

3d. Semetiesion on disbursements at each work, 
a portion only of my claim being admitted, and the 
next rejected as 4neonsistent with the regulations. 

4th. Errors in caleulations, and omissions in my 
receipts. The third class of disallowances arises 
from a difference in the ‘mode of construing the 
893d paragraph of the army regulations, which fixes 
the compensation to be allowed to an engineer, for 
disbursing the funds applied for the construction of 
fortifications. 

I have charged two dollars a day for the disburse- 
ments at each place, (Forts Monroe and Calhoun, ) 
whilst the comptroller limits to that sum the dis- 
bursing of the whole amount of compensation for 
disbursing the funds plaeed in my hands. 

It is plain that if all the fortifications under con- 
struction at one time, (for which about 800,000 are 
annually appropriated,) were situated near to each 
other, a single engineer might be charged with the 
= superintendence of them, and with the dis- 

ursements consequent on their construction. But 
it could hardly be expected that he would, for the 
small compensation allowed by the accounting offi- 
cer’s constructicn of the “regulations,” burthen him- 
self withso a great responsibility. Such at least was 
not my understanding of the requirements of the re- 
gulation, and under the present cireumstances, I 
must recur to the only existing provision of law 
on the subject, that made in the 3d section of the 
act 3d March, 1809, allowing a compensation of 1 
per cent., provided it do not exceed $2,000 per 
annum. It is probably known to you that the dis- 
bursements on account of the works in Hampton 


Roads, were previously to 1821, made like those on 
most other works, by a special agent of fortifi- 
cations, appointed under the authority of the law 
just referred to, and having the compensation there- 
in stated. The agent in Hampton Roads, having 
become a defaulter for a large amount, (nearly 
$30,000,) the funds for carrying on the work were 
placed in my hands under the regulations of 1831, 
mentioned in the 3d auditor’s remarks, and I con- 
tinued the disbursements until the 30th September, 
1829, up to which period about $1,400,000 had 
passed through my hands, and have been accounted 
for, with the exceptions now before you. Notwith- 
standing the manner in which the regulations of 
1821 are worded, I can hardly believe that in fix- 
ing the rate of compensation so far below that pre- 
viously allowed to agents of fortifications, it could 
have had reference also to the case of officers dis- 
bursing an account of more than one appropriation 
of the usual amount; and my opinion rests not 


lation in 1825, than on the palpable injustice of 
such a measure. 

The duty of disbursing is not one of those with 
which the commission of an engineer officer charges 
him; the proof of which, if any be necessary is 
found in the fact of a special agent being appointed 
for that purpose ; and eversince it has beenconfided 
to engineer officers, no bonds ure required, as ih 
the case of disbursing officers of the staff, and yet 
the regulations would seem as imperative with re- 
gard to the assumption of this duty when assigned 
to them, as if it were sanctioned on the face of his 
commission ; and a refusal to perform it, accompa- 
nied by a demand for the appointment of a special 
agent for disbursing, would, to say the least, be but 
ill received at the war office. Sothat in a case like 
the present, the only alternative left to the officer, 
who does not wish to jeopardize his commission by 
refusing to perform what is considered his duty, is 
that of encountering a risk for which he knows that 
he will not be compensated. 

A division of a given amount of funds between 
two appropriations, requires distinct books and pa- 
pers of all kinds, and in doubling the number of 
vouchers, and increasing the complexity of the ac- 
counts, increases also the risks of error, and of 
losses in making payments. At the end of every 
mouth, during the time of my making disburse- 
ments on the works in Hampton Roads, I became 
responsible for the transportation of about $4,000 or 
$5,000, in notes and specie from Norfolk ; the losses 
of a single month might thus have amounted to more 
than my commission, at the rate oi $2 per day, fer 
seven or eight years. 

The Jast class of the disallowances on my accounts 
show that this risk is not merely imaginary, al- 
though the amount of losses is small; but the want 
of a signature to one receipt, or the loss of a single 
voucher, which could not be replaced, would thus 
absorb, like the lastitem of the statement, the com- 
missions for half a year. The liability to such 
accidents is obvious, and is virtually acknowledged 
by the law I have referred to, which makes the 
compensation of the agent proportionate to the 
amount of disbursement. 

On a review of this case, therefore, I hope, sir, 
that it will appear tu you not only equitable, but 
legal, that an officer who has performed the duty of 
disbursing, in addition to the more immediate and 
difficult duties of his profession, should receive a 
compensation for it greater than one third of the 
allowance to an agent who performed no other ser- 
vices than those of disbursing. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

(Signed) C. GRATIOT. 


To this letter I have only to add, that the risks of 
loss alluded to are not imaginary, as is proved by 
the fact, that the officer who succeeded me, guided 
by an accidental discovery of discrepancy in the 
statements of materials received and those paid for, 
found, among the letters on file, a single voucher 
for $1,404, which, by some oversight, had never 
been presented in my accounts, although the evi- 
a0 of receipt, and payment of the articles were 
clear. 

In April, 1833, these differences still existing, 
the secretary of war submitted the subject to the 
attorney general, who declined giving an opinion in 
the case, and the matter remained unsettled. 

In December, 1835, during the existence of the 
difficulties with France, congress having refused an 
appropriation of money for the defence of the coun- 
try, it was determined to make use of such ba- 
lances of existing appropriations, as could be di- 
verted from their proper objects, without serious 
injury to the service, and to apply them to,the pur- 
poses of the repair and armament of the fortifica- 
tions. To do this, the money was drawn from the 





treasury and placed into iny hands, as a general 
fund te be remitted to various officers of the engi- 


less on the change made in the form of that regu- 





neer and ordnance department, for the Purp, 
stated. Of the whole sum (say $100,000) 4). 
$95,000 were thus drawn from the banks in yw); 
they had been deposited to my credit. These 4, 
were advanced to different officers, and whey 
propriations for the particular purposes for wy; 
they had been used, were afterwards made , 
sums thus advanced were refunded to me, andy, 
back into the treasury to the account of the a, 
priations from which they had just been gq; 
Some of these funds were returned to me in j¢ 
The works at Grand Terre, Louisiana, },a) 
been suspended, the amount originally drawy j 
that appropriation was to be the last refunded 
not being required for the purpose for which jt 
applicable. Pending these occurrences, jn 4 
1836, whilst I was still charged with the },, 
amount of funds, which were not actually jp 
hands, as above shown, my pay was ordered to; 
stopped, on account of the balance reported agai 
me, in the former settlement. Of this stopp; 
pay, I was not even officially advised, and by 
an accidental conversation with a paymaste; 
public place, I should have remained ignoray 
the fact, until informed of it by the refusal of 


‘paymaster to discharge my pay whenever | nig 


present an account. It was under these circy 
stances that [ considered myself entitled to the ug 
the public funds _in my hands, so far as necesy 
for ny own subsistence and that of my family, 

finding myself placed in this unpleasant situatio, 


informed the secretary of war, when called on, i 


I intended to retain the unexpended balance i 

hands until a final settlement of all my accouy 
when I would pay over the balance, which mij 
be found due to the United States. The secreig 
of war’s call on me, dated the 17th of October} 
was handed to me on the eve of my departure fx 
this city, with a verbal message, that it need nol 
answered until my return. In consequence of 

message, and my subsequent sickness for « 
days, the answer was deferred till the 26th of} 
vember, and in the mean time, through wi 
means I know not, I was publicly stated to bea; 
faulter. . 

On the receipt of my answer, the president 
rected that the whole amount claimed by the Uni 
States, should be paid, about two-thirds of it fo 
with, and the balance in 30 days. 

My impression that the course here dire 
would enable the government to deny the charg 
defalcation, and would be used for that purp 
was confirmed by a conversation with others; 
in the course of my arrangements for effecting! 
object, I learned with surprise, that I should bee 
pected, after complying with the demand, to sa 
fice my commission. As such a course we 
have been considered only as an acknowledgu 
of guilt, and by throwing it out of the power of 
vernment to bring a suit, (whilst there was nos 
power on my part,) would have deprived me of! 
means to bring the matter to a proper adjudical 
and would in fact have inflicted on me the dee 
injury, without hope of redress in any manveé 
determined to refuse compliance with such ini! 
tions, and to suffer such consequences as my relt 
might produce. 

The matterin dispute will now be brought #! 
out delay or impediment on my part, to a judi 
decision, and the judgment of a court of )u® 
will place the subject in a proper light. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, &c. 

C. GRATIOl 





CONGRESSIONAL. 
RESOLUTIONS OF THE LEGISLATURE OF NO 
CAROLINA. 
In senate, January 14. 

Mr. Brown said he rose to present to the se 
certain resolutions which had been adopted by 
general assembly of the state of North Caroli 
their late session, expressive of their views 
opinions in regard to some of the important! 
sures and questions of public policy, which ; 
been, and now are, pending before the cov” 
However uncourteous some of the language ° 
in reference to a late act of this body, which " 
performed in the exercise of its high constitut! 
powers, and profoundly as he regretted that He 
sions deveaniink from the respect cue to 4 
were embraced in the resolutions, yet he co" 
hesitate, in obedience to a proper sense of Fé! 
to the legislature of his state, to offer them, 1" 
pliance with the request contained in one © 
resolutions. we 

It was alike due to himself, to his eonstitt 
and to the importance of the occasion itse™ 
state very explicitly the view he took of the - 
tions, and the course which high consjderatio” 
public duty required that he should pursue 1” a 
to them. He felt the deep responsibility ™ 
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ich he acted, and had given to the subject that | by successive legislatures of North Carolina, from | on the record to the right of instruction, and the 


© Purpe ‘ous deliberation which its public importance | the period just referred to down to its session of | open ana avowed hostility of some of those votin 
000) able the great questions of public interest involved | 1834, when they reasserted and exercised, in posi- | for the resolutions to the doctrine of instruction, the 
ks in whi it demanded. tive and unequivocal language, the right of instruc- | direct attack on that great principle itself, on the 
Chese fy, In regard to most of the resolutions, it would | tion, on the question of expunging from the jour- | face of the resolutions, and the refusal of the legis- 
| when dily be perceived that the opinions expressed in | nals of the senate of the United States the resolu- | lature, on a candid appeal made to them, to assert 
8 for whim directly conflict with the course which he had | tions condemaatory of president Jackson. The | the right—the most irresistible proof is afforded, by 
Made, (B-otofore pursued on the measures of public policy | long continued practice, therefore, of the legislature | positive acts, that they (the legislature) did not in- 
€, and ple which they refer, and that a principle is asserted | of that state, in regard to itsinstructions, shows very } tend to recognize the yight of instruction; and if 


the ap one of them, in regard to a question of constitu- | conclusively, that whenever they have intended to | not, on what principle of honor, or by what right, 


en dr nal power, entirely at variance with his vote on | take all discretion from their senators in regard to | either moral or political, can it be expected that 
ME In Jf resolation ordering the expunction of the con- | any particular vote, that they have expressly, and | they will be considered and acted on by others as 
na, hayj natory resolution passed against president Jack- | in plain language, instructed. instructions? | 
drawn fll, for removing the public deposites from the late! Mr. B. said he held, when resolutions directly | The resolutions profess to speak the will. of the 
refunded dm of the United States. In relation to extiava-|instructing had passed a legislative body, that it| people. If they were instructions, he admitted that 
hich it nt expenditure and executive patronage, referred | was not competent to go beyond the instructions | they would be obligatory in the fullest sense of the 
8, 10 Aymm by two Others of the resolutions, his votes would | themselves to ascertain the meaning of the legisla- | term; but they were not, and did not profess to be, 
the last abundantly prove that his whole course had | ture; but when instructions were not given, on the | and therefore the question as respects public opin- 
ally in en, since honored with a seat in that body, to di- | face of the resolutions, that it was competent to | ion, as well as every other in relation to them, is 
lered toM™Bnish both as far as it was practicable for him to|look beyond them to arrive at the intentions of|open to the freest inquiry. He did not, himself, 
ted aaj $0. those passing them. He adverted to an amendment | believe that they expressed public opinion, as to 
stop pagefimE Having very briefly adverted to the political cha- | offered in both branches of the legislature, when | many of the important topics on which they under- 
and but ter of the resolutions, the next inquiry which|the resolutions were before them, proposing to| take to declare it. He believed the people of the 
inaster sents itself for consideration is, whether they are | insert the word “‘instruct,’? and which was rejected | state had heard with utter surprise, that the subject 
ignorant ‘be viewed by my honorable colleague and my- | by the unanimous vote of the friends of the resolu- | of the expunging resolutions had been introduced. 
Usal of (MBIf as instructions, or as the mere expressions of| tions in both instances. This act, in his opinion, | It was a topic that had not been brought before 
ver | mi opinions of the legislature, leaving to us a dis- | was decisive of the question, and proved that those them at the elections, and therefore could not have 
SE Cirey tionary power in exercising our judgments on | who passed them did not intend to commit them- been anticipated. Again, he did not believe they 
0 the use subjects to which they relate. ‘That they are | selves, by their acts, to the doctrine of instruction. | expressed public opinion, as no question had ever 
3 Necese tto be considered as instructions, the proofs, to| The resolutions did not merely omit to instruct, been brought more directly and immediately before 
amily; s mind, were clear and irresistible. ‘They do not, | but they contained, on their face, expressions which | the people of North Carolina than was that, at the 
Situation their face, profess to instruct, but, on the con- | constituted a direct attack on that great fundamen- | elections in 1834, involving the course of president 


led on, iam ry, that word, or any other of mandatory import, | tal principle of the republican creed. They de- Jackson in regard to the Bank of the, United States, 


ance in omitted with the most guarded caution, omitted | clare that act of the senate of the United States, | and the justice of expunging the sentence pronounc- 
y accougimm™p doubt not by accident, but by design. What/expunging from its journals the condemnatory re- ed against him from the journals of the senate. 
hich mimmpuld have been the intention for omitting it? The|solution against president Jackson, to have been The legislature, at its session of 1834, in obedi- 
@ Secrely 


otive clearly was, not to commit the party passing | ‘‘an act of party servility, calculated to degrade the | ence to that public will, commanded their senators, 


ctober jy ese resolutions to the doctrine of instructions. | senate.” by express instructions, to vote for it. The people 





rture fi henever, said Mr. B., the general assembly of| Mr. B. said, so far as his own vote had had any | elected two successive le islatures, which ratified 

need not orth Carolina has thought proper, on former oc- agency in carrying iuto effect that just sentence, and re-affirmed, in effect, that decision, as the reso- 

nce of sions, to resort to the great republican principle | vindicatory of the constitution and the liberties of |lutions remained unrevoked by them. It would, 
for 80 


instruction, it has spoken out in bold, frank, and | the people, both of which had been wantonly as- ; therefore, be in derogation of the well known poli- 


6th of h equivocal language. It has, by directly instruct- {sailed in the unauthorized and unjust sentence | tical consistency of the people of North Carolina, 


igh w g the senatots representing the state, taken the | against the chief magistrate of the nation, that he to suppose that a decision so well considered, and 
to bea sponsibility on itself of the vote which it com- | had acted underresolutions passed by the legislature | so deliberately made, had been reversed by them. 








anded theim to give. A positive command, by | of his state commanding it to be done. He believed | No president had ever been more strongly sustained 


esident@i™mmstructions, from the legislature of a state toits|a majority of the state legislatures of the Union had | than was president Jackson, at three successive 
the Unigienators to give a particular vote, places the vote |also passed similar instructions to their senators. | elections, by the people of that state, whose well- 


of it fogmmmnder the control of the legislature, and is, in effect, | If, therefore, the doctrine of instruction be correct, | earned fame the resolutions which the legislature 


e vote of the power comimanding it, thereby tak- | what power is there that can rightfully arraign the | had passed aimed so strong a blow at. e could 


2 dire g from the senator all discretion, and, conse- | motives of those who have only acted in obedience | not, therefore, admit that his constituents had aban- 
e charggmmuently, relieving him {from all responsibility to the | to it, and carried out the will of those under whose |doned their long cherished political attachments, 
t purp@mpeople of the state. The legislature, therefore, | commands they have performed the act required to |and were prepared to aid in sacrificing the public 
thers; oes not take on itself the responsibility of the sen-|be done? To impeach, therefore, the motives of character of the honest soldier and patriot states- 
fecting @mmtor’s vote unless it instructs hin. On the con- | those, thus acting under instructions, is a direct at-|man. He could not consent, therefore, to record, 
uld be@mmrary, if it declines to instruct him, it declines tak- | tack on the principle of instruction, and, in effect, | by his vote, a sentence so derogatory to,the people, 
d, to saqmmg the responsibility of his vote, and, therefore, | a denial of the right to instruct. and to the legislature of 1834, to whose favor he 
rse We asnoright to expect him to express their opin-| But in order to have all doubt removed as to the | was indebted for his re-election. To resign, would, 
wledgm@mmons when they refuse to take on themselves the |intention of those who passed them, his honorable | in his opinion, be a tacit admission, on his part, that 


wer of mpousequences of his vote to the people of the state. colleague and himself had addressed a respectful | the people had changed their opinion on this ques- 





as no sim he legislature of North Carolina has long since|communication to the legislature of their state, | tion, and an acquiescence in the charge of incon- 
me ofwipstablished the principle that they had the right to | asking to be informed if the resolutions were to be | sistency against them, which it involved, which he 
judicai@mmstruct, and so essential has the employment of |takenasinstructions. We had publicly declared that | should consider it a departure from his duty to do, 
he deepim—iat word been considered to the efficacy of resolu- | we would obey or resign, if instrucled- We consid-| unless acting under instructions that left him no 


manne, 
ch inja 
my relt 


ons of instruction, that the republicans of that | ered, that to have done either under resolutions not | other alternative. as Org tty 

tate have invariably employed it on all great occa- containing instructions, was not required by our| He had declared, in his speech on the constitu- 
ions when they intended to command the votes | pledge, and would have been a manilest dereliction | tional treasury, and on other occasions, that if in- 
oI their senators. of public duty under all the circumstances. We | structed by his legislature, he would obey or re- 


ight wi Mr. B. said in referring to the journals of the | desired, then, proper ground to stand on. If we | sign. He had used the,word in that sense which 
a judi@imeenate, he perceived that the late venerable Mr. resigned, we wished to do so under the great prin- | conveys a meaning universally acted on and un- 
of jus acon, then a member of this body, had presented | ciple of instruction, and not under resolutions in | derstood by the republican party of this country, 


esolutions, passed by the legislature of North|which it was not recognized. The legislature, | and had likewise asserted it in his speeches, to be 
svarolina at their session of’ 1816, instructing their |thus candidly and respectfully appealed to, have|a duty, in the absence of instructions, to pursue the- 
euators to endeavor to procure certain amend- | refused, in terms not very courteous, to give any | dictates of his own judgment. In the absence of in- 
Bnents to the constitution in relation to the mode | further information as to the question of instruc- | structions, therefore, his decision_as to the present 
f electing president and vice-president of the | tion. resolutions, which did not recognize, in any part of 
uited States. The legislature which adopted| When the issue was thus fairly presented, we had | them, that right, was entirely consistent with bis 
eB them resolved, in one of the resolutions, “that our|a right to expect, on every principle of candor, an | often repeated declarations on that subject. 
Senators in the congress of the United States be | emphatic expression of opinion one way or the other, The course which his colleague and himself felt 


ec. 
: TIOT 
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the selimme”structed, and our representatives be requested, to | in regard to the intentions of the legislature on the | bound to take, from a high sense of public duty, on 
ed by endeavor to obtain the said amendment to the con- question of instruction. If they had asserted their this occasion, involved not simply the question of 
aroli stitution of the United States.’ At the succeeding | intention to instruct, 1 was prepared, as is known what was due to themselves and their gwn princi- 


jews 


, Session of the legislature of North Carolina the | to many of my friends, instantly to have surrender- | ples—not simply a question of mere party ascen- 
tant & 


Saine resolutions were again adopted, and again as- | ed to them the public trust which I hold. “They, | dancy, but it involved questions of far more trans- 
hich tae Serted, in the same lan uage, the right of instrue- however, again decline to assert the principle of | cendant importance. It involved a great princi- 
_ coule on. That the genera assembly then considered | instruction, in the resolutions passed by them, and | ple of popularliberty. If ae ac, na their seats, 
uage mandatory language as essential to instructions is | thus afford clear and unquestionable proof that they | they indirectly aided in attacking the great funda- 
ich it Most strikingly obvious, from the marked distinc- | do not intend to commit themselves tothe doctrine. | mental right of instruction, which the resolutions, 
titutiogi tion between the terms employed by them in the | Which of the parties had acted in good faith—those | on their face, not only attacked, as he had already 
at ex resolutions to the senators and the representatives | addressing the communication, and soliciting an | shown, but, by their unquestionable tendency went 
this Mae in congress. The former are expressly  instruct- expression of opinion on a plain question, to which | to overthrow. They, in effect, as he had shown, 
could e¢,” the latter are merely ‘ requested,” to perform | an answer was easy, and which they deemed im- | contained a denial of that doctrine. . For us, there- 
of res their will. It is, therefore, perfectly clear, from | portant to the public liberty, as well as to the regu- | fore, to acquiesce in them, by-obedience or resig- 
», ine the use of the latter term to the representatives in | lation of their own conduct—or those who had de-| nation, would aid in subverting a principle long 
ne of Congress, Over whose votes the legislature never | clined toanswer it? He would appeal to the honest | consecrated in the republican creed. If they suffer- 


professed to have any control y i f hi tituents to de- | ed themselves, by indirection, to be driven from the 
stitue™™ Sion of opinion, unaccompatied by ‘initcachiond, 5 i ae eh geen TS gecrnt? post which the public had assigned them, he could 


itsell te cy Was viewed by them as obligatory on those| When, therefore, he took into view the cireum- | not permit himself todoubt that the very party that 
the e whom they were addressed. This great right | stances which formed a part of the history of the had passed the resolutions, would point to them to 
‘ations ad been repeatedly since asserted, and exercised | resolutions, the guarded caution with which the | prove that their political friends had never admitted 


in reg in the same language of command, to their senators party passing them avoided committing themselves the doctrine of instruction. We should thus be 
ity uw ¢ 
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accessory to the establishment of the doctrine that 
the people, throug: their legislature, had no right to 
instruct. We should thus contribute to establish 
the doctrine that senators of the federal party, if 
hereafter elected from the state, would be licensed 
to disobey instructions, and should be irresponsible 


to the peopl e, as they would no doubt quote these } 


very re ns to prove that instructions were nu 
part of their political creed. It would, therefore, 
is 2 ta Mr. B.) be, in effect, an attack on the 
octrine of instruction, if we acquiesced in them 
either by obedience or resignation, and would be a 
surrender of a great question of public liberty. 
‘Thus we should » placing in the hands of a politi- 
cal party, already denying the right of. instruction, | 
and asserting other dangerous doctrines in regard : 
to popular rights, an immense engine to beat down | 
those rights. It was placing in their hands an in- 
strument which would serve as a sword to use 
against their political adversaries, and would at the 
same time be used as a shield to shelter and protect 
themselves, when in power, from instructions. He, 
therefore, should consider the abandonment of his 
st, under such circumstances, as an abandonment 
of his duty to the people whom he represented, and 
as betraying a want of firmness to meet the crisis. 
He could not respect himself if he were to do it, 
and he sincerely trusted that his high minded and 
intelligent coastituents would appreciate his mo- 
tives and the delicacy of his situation. He had 
been sustained by them with a firmness and fixed- 
ness of purpose, for a period of more than nine 
years, through many trying and difficult events in 
public affairs, that impressed him with an indelible 
sense of gratitude. | 
He had never sought office nor desired it for him- 
self; nor had any of those connected with him evér, 
through his means, oe office under this or the 
past administration. He therefore appealed to his 
constituents to decide how far the charge of “party 
servility”’ applied to him, or to his public course. Ip 
order to remove all doubts as to the motives which 
actuated him, and to show that he desired his public 
course should be tested by the popular will of his 
state, at the first state elections which intervened, 
he had come to the determination to resign his seat 
in the senate of the United States to the next legis- 


the residue of his term then remaining. | 

Mr. B. said that he felt deeply, and to its full ex- 
tent, the great responsibility of his present situation. 
But at a great crisis in our public affairs, when the 
very existence of free governinent was at stake, 
when an evident effort was making to strip the peo- 
ple of their political sovereignty, and, in effect, to 
transfer it to the banking corporations of the coun- 
try, he should dare to do his duty. To falter ander 
such circumstances, and in such a crisis, and to 
shrink from a just responsibility from a fear of con- 
sequences, would, while it betrayed an unbecomin 
tinidity, be treachery to those who had committe: 
to him their dearest rights and interests. His course, 
therefore, was taken, and it was for his canstituents 
to decide on it; and to that deeision he was prepared 
to yield with entire deference. 

Mr. Brown having submitte@ the resolutions here- 
tofore published in the “ Reatsrer,” [see p. 293,} 

Mr. Strange said: It is with great reluctance, Mr. 
President, that I oceupy the public time and atten- 
tion of the senate, upon matters which seem proper- 
ly to rest between our constituents and my colleague 
and myself. Two considerations, however, prom 
me to occupy a portion of both. The one is, the 
established practice, go far as I am able to judge, 
prevailing in this body, on like occasions; and the 
other, its being, in my judgment, the most conve- 
nient and respeetful mode of throwing imnmediately 
before our constituents our purposes, with a short 
statement of the reasons which govern us. I find 
myself in one of the most responsible positions I 
have ever occupied, and my anxious wish has been 
so to act as to ensure, at least, the unwarering ap- 
probation of my own conscience. From my politi- 
cal adversaries, I have learned to know, by sad ex- 
perience, that I have no favor to hope for, and not 
even justice to expect. Actas I may, my conduct 
will be misrepreseiited and my motives impeached. 
Even from my political friends, I have reason to ap- 
prehend division in their judgment of my course, 
while I know they will do justice to my motives. 

The resolutions just read come from a source en- 
titled to my highest respect and most deferential 
consideration. They are from the legislature of a 
state to which Iam deeply indebted, ways without 
number. Though but an adopted son of that state, 
she has heaped upon me kindnesses far, very far, 
beyond my deserts, and I have enjoyed golden opi- 
niona far beyond my merits from all sorts of people. 
Though not a native of the state, there has my heart 
found the abjects of its tenderest affections, and 
thither does it turn instinctively when that magic 


word “home” stirs within it those holy associations 
which no other word has power to awaken. Com- 
ing, then, from such a source, how gladly would I 
have found myself able to follow in any direction to 
which they might point! how cheerfully have repos- 
ed upon such’a counsellor, and thrown off the respen- 
ibility of acting upon my own fallible judgment ! 
ad these resolutions been couched in terms of com- 
mand, no alternative would have been left me but 
obedience or resignation. Coming as they do, 
merely in the eB of counsel or advice, I should 
unhesitatingly follow that counsel could I do so con- 
sistently with my sense of duty and my own self-re- 
spect. But the two first of these resoiutions counsel 
me to that which not all the terrors of an auto de fe 
could induee mé to perform. Gracious Heaven! to 
place upon the everlasting records of my country, 
my own declaration, that I had violated her consti- | 
tution, upon the infainous motive of party servility ! 
No! sooner would I bite off my tongue, and spit it 
back in the faces of those who had counseled such 
infamy, however high and dignified the stations they 
might fill. No! conscious asI am of having been 
actuated in what I did, by motives the highest, the 
purest, the most patriotic, 1 am proud to have iny 
name associated with the act, and am content that 
posterity may judge of me by it alone. Mistaken I 
may have -been, But never was corruption farther 
from my heart. If those were corrupt who did the 
deed, what were the legislatures of the noble states 
who commanded it to be done? 1 myself, in the 
part I acted, but conformed to the express instruc- 
tions of the legislature of North Carolina. A legis- 
lature elected when that question was distinctly be- 
fore the people; and notwithstanding those instruc- 
tions were given, a legislature, a majority of which 
was favorable to those instructions, was again elect- 
ed. I could not, therefore, with proper respect to 
the legislature and people of North Carolina, by 
whose command the act was done, censure it in the 
manner proposed, if there was nothing else to re- 
strain me. 

Far be it from me, in thus remarking upon the re- 
solutions, to impeach the motives or impugn the 
conduct. of those who passed them. My own opi- 
nion is, that family quarrels should never be carried 


zis- | beyond the paternal domain, and, if I have anything 
lature of his state, when they should assemble, for 


to complain of in the temper, language, or substance 
of these resolutions, cn a different theatre will that 
complaint be made. Here, at least, it is my wish 
and my purpose, always to speak respectfully of 
those whom the people of North Carolina shall see 
fit to elevate to high places. 

The terms of the resolutions having placed con- 
formity to them entirely out of the question, it re- 
mains to be considered what is wy alternative 
course. Were] at liberty to consult the sugges- 
tions of impassioned personal pride, I should cer- 
tainly resign. It is always easier to retreat from a 
difficulty or danger, than to encounter it, and abide 
the issue. Whena man gets into a political diffi- 
culty, the shades of private life have many attrac- 
tive charms, and upon them he is apt to casta 
wishful eye. For my part, I acknowledge that I 
feel myself in a political difficulty, from which I 
would willingly retreat, if I might do so with pro- 
priety. But the question is one of duty simply, 
and not of choice. Ifitis not my duty to resign 
itis my duty to remain here. One or the other 
is clearly obligatory upon me; and which is the 
question? As TI said before, had these resolutions 


pt| been couched fn the language of command, obe- 


dience or resignation would have been my duty. 
I accepted the trust I now hold, under the full 
knowledge that those who sent me here expected 
me to obey instructions when received, or resign. 
Such is the creed of the political pasty that elected 
me, and I should disappoint their expectations if I 
refused to act upon that principle; but, on the other 
hand, I should a guilty of treachery to them if, 
upon any other ground than a high sense of duty, 
I surrendered the post to which they have assigned 
me. If the legislative elections in North Carolina 
were shortly to occur, my position would be clear 
of all difficulty. I would at once, at the close of 
this session, ieturn back to the people the trust I 
hold, to be conferred by them according to their 
pleasure. But in the long interval to ensue before 
another election in that state, very calamitous re- 
sults might, in my apprehension, attend an imme- 
diate resignation. Every man knows that a most 
important political struggle is now going on in the 
land, pregnant, as all admit, with the most inter- 
esting consequences. Each party is full of hope, 
pand expects victory in the issue. A feather may 
turn the seale. The diminution of force on one 
side, or a slight accession on the other, may decide 
the controversy. And shall I cast in a feather 
into the scale of my adversaries? It is my duty 
to stand here, and do my utmost in advancement of 


_ $$ 
duty, if for no other reason but to keep Np 
who would certainly be sent in my place. . 
there are many men of both parties in North ¢,, 
lina, who are better qualified than myself to ai 
this station. But of the many able sons of North 
Carolina who differ with me in political opinion 
and for whom I have the highest personal respect 
1 should reluctantly see any one here at the prese,; 
moment. Those who sent me here, therefore, hase 
a right to expect that I will maintain my post in 
less driven from it by some paramount principle 


upon the occurrence of the first difficulty. There 
is but one great and paramount principle which cap 
be for a moment supposed to deaiend MY resigna. 
tion; and that is the doctrine of instruction. Upon 
that doctrine my colleague has fully and ably ¢,, 
larged. Am I, then, by any creed upon that sy}. 
ject, placed in a situation to render my resignatio, 
aduty? Of the political party of which a Majority 
of those who voted for these resolutions constitut, 
a part, it is a principle that there is no right in th, 
legislature to instruct, and, consequently, no obj. 
gation on the part of the senator either to obey 
resign. No complaint, therefore, can be made by 
them of any course which we may think proper {j 
adept. Of the political party to which I have bee, 
attached, the creed is to be found in Mr. Leigi; 
celebrated report in the Virginia legislature, ang jy 
the uniform practice of all those legislatures wh, 
have attempted any efficient action in federal affairs, 
In the document before mentioned it is said, «Sep. 
ators are instructed, and representatives requested: 
and it goes on to give the reason for this difference 
of language, that over one a right to command is 
claimed, and towards the other the mere tender of ad. 
vice. In the one case, they may assume to declare 
the popular will in the language proper to the ex. 

ression of will—command; and when so expressed, 
it must stand for that will, whether really so or not, 
In the other, their command does not stand for the 
popular will, and the responsibility still rests upon 
the representative to find out what it is. This dif. 
ference of language has been uniformly used, so far 
as I am able to learn, in all resolutions adopted by 
legislatures of the different states, whenever they 
have attempted any direct action in federal affairs, 
They have assumed that the legislature is recog. 
nised as embodying the popular will of the state, 
so far as senators are concerned, whenever they 
think proper to use language appropriate to the ut 
terance of will. But whenever they adopt only 


representative, in addressing their senators, it is not 
intended to be mcre operative upon the one than the 
other. In the one case, they themselves assume 
the responsibility, and stand between the senator 
and the people of the state. In the other, they do 
not ondértake to utter the public will; but while 
they suggest, leave the public servant to judge of 
that will upon his own responsibility. Such has 
been the obvious understanding of all the preceding 
legislatures of North Carolina, who have undertakeu 
to address their agents in this body. Froim theit 


were passed commanding the act now denounced 
as unconstitutional, and dictated by party servility, 
they used this peculiar phraseology. Language 
consists merely of the signs, which, by common 
consent, have been received as representing particu: 
lar ideas. Technical language frequently differs 
from common language. By common consent, the 
word instructions has received a technical significa 
tion, when used in an address by the legislature of 
a state to its senators in congress. These facts were 
all known to the legislature of North Carolina, which 
passed the resolutions under consideration. Was, 
then, the omission of the word uniformly used by the 
legislatures heretofore, when they designed direct 
action upon their senators, an accidental or whims'- 
cal omission merely ; and was it intended or believed 


slightest idea that it was. In the first place, the 
known belief of many who voted for these resol: 
tions, that the legislature has no right to instruct 
senators, and consequently that there is no obligation 
on senators to obey, forbids the idea. They could 
not have intended what they believed they had 10 
right to do. Such a suspicion would, I aim per 
suaded, do them great injustice. The just conclu- 
sion is, that they meant to do just what they have 
done—the expression of their belief that public opin 
ion is what they set forth in those resolutions to be 
their own opinions; believing, most justly, tha! 
while they had no right to command, their opinions 


ators. The omission of the word instructions ws 
designed. And why? Because it was well know? 
that a peculiar force and signification was attached 
to it, and an operation given to it which they did 
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py its use. That the omission was designed, is fur- 


the fact, which is a matter of history, ctf 
cor ‘ay orig bam a proposed amendment by «s } than if it were from a private citizen. But let that 


:-» was rejected. But to place the matter be- 
noel pe oube, colleague A myself addressed | 
aint letter to the legislature—not inquiring what 
ofiect they intended their resolutions to have—not 
x lying a doubt which we did not entertaio—but 
ei declaring what he firmly believed, that we 
oneld not held them as instructions ; at the same 
hime declaring our purpose to obey or resign, should 
7 be instructed. This letter was written in the 
- perfect sincerity and good faith. I care not 
I who may think proper to question it. I can appeal 
to God and my own conscience for my truth. But 
it is also known to friends here, to whom I declared 
my determination to resign if my construction of 
the resolutions was pronounced erroneous. It was 
not so pronounced. We received no answer to our 
communication. ‘The vindication of iy sincerity 
in addressing that letter, therefore, presents a strong 
consideration against resignation. If I resign now, 
it may be justly said that when I wrote my letter to 


i 







B the legislature I considered these resolutions as in- 


structions, in the face of my declaration to the con- 


trary, and am now bound down by the weight of 


my conviction. I still think, as [ thought then, 
that they are not instructions either in fact, or ac- 
cording to the intention of most of those who voted 
for them; and so believing, the alternative of obe- 
dience or resignation is not presented to me. Is 


F there, then, any obligation upon me to resign? Does 
F any human being perceive any? 


Who can point it 
out? Perfect obedience is out of the question. It 
follows, then, in my judgment, that for the present 
it is my duty to remain here, and, while I do not 
treat the resolutions as instructions, I will show 
them all due respect, and give to them such infiu- 
ence over my conduct as my judgment may approve. 
I have said that had the legislature met during the en- 
suing year, I wonld resign at the close of this session; 
but itis still my purpose to afford the sovereign 
people of North Carolina the earliest opportunity of 
deciding the important question, by what class of 
politicians they choose to be represented in this 
body. The legislature, at its first biennial session, 
shall have an opportunity of selecting for the seat I 
fila democrat or a federalist; one who thinks it 
right to wipe off the foul and unjust stigma cast 
upon the fame of Andrew Jackson, or one who is 
for perpetuating it through all generations. This 
they will have an opportunity of doing, under a 
fair expression of popular sentiment, and to the peo- 
ple of North Carolina will I cheerfully submit the 
issue. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, said: [ could have wish- 
ed that some other senator had thought proper to 
make the few observations that are called for by the 
present occasion; but as no one has risen for that 
purpose, and as the legislature of North Carolina 
are on this subject here unrepresented, and as the 
propositions embraced in these resolutions have not 
a single sentiment with which [ do not most heart- 
ily concur, I trust that I shall be indulged when 
making a few remarks on this occasion; and I as- 
sure the senator from North Carolina last up, that 
nothing is further from my purpose than to do any 
injustice to him or his colleague; and I think it 
was a little unkind and gratuitous in him to say 
that he never expected to receive justice from his 
opponents. 

The legislature of North Carolina have been 
charged by gentlemen with using disrespectful lan- 
guage in these resolutious. But if their language 
was indecorous, the rules of the senate prescribe it 
as their course of dety that the resolutions ought 
not to have been submitted; for, as I understand 
those rules, it is the duty of every member, when 
he has a memorial or resolutions to be presented, to 
see that they are couched in the proper language. 

But in what respect are these resolutions disre- 
Spectful to the senate, as I understood was charged 
by both the senators from North Carolina? [Mr. 
Strange said he made no allusion to disrespectful 
language. ] At least Mr. C. understood the other 
senator (Mr. Brown) to say that one of the resolu- 
tions was disrespectful to the senate. [Mr. Brown 
said he so spoke of one of the resolutions, but he 
thought it his duty to his state to present them not- 
withstanding, and in no possible contingency could 
he have refused to presentthem.] Mr. C. said, Iso 
understood the senator tht one of the resolutions was 
disrespectful ; but he now says that, in deference 
to his legislature, he stil] ought to present them. 
Sir, if there was indecoruim in the language, I re 
peat that it was his duty, ander the rules of the sen- 
ate, not to present the resolutidns at all. [Mr. 
Brown said there was a very marked distinction be- 
tween the legislature of a sovereign state and indi- 
Viduals on this subject.] I am not aware, said Mr. 
C. that there is any such distinction expressed in 


the rnles; and if the legislature of a state uses dis- 
respectful language, it is no more to be received 


pass. 

In what respect are these resolutions disrespect- 
ful? The senate, two or three years ago, adopted 
a resolution by a vote of a majority of the body, 
which resolution was afterwards ordered to be ex- 
punged from the journal; and now the legislature 
of North Carolina say that it was, in their opinion, 
an act of party servility to the national executive 
then in power. Now let us suppose that either 
branch of congress had really been guilty of an act 
of party servility te the executive, have not legis- 
iative bodies a right to express it in this or any 
other country? But whether that act was one of 
servility or not, is a question on which history will 
in due time pass its decision. But, as I have said 
on every occasion here and elsewhere, it was in m 
opinion derogatory to this body, and history will 
pronounce upon it the severest censure. 

But the senators from North Carolina have 
both declared that they would have obeyed these 
resolutions if they had been mandatory in their lan- 
guage, instead of their being a simple expression of 
the willof their legislature. But let us examine the 
nature and extent Of this apology. What is the 
basis and what the principle of. the doctrine of in- 
struction? Sir, toa certain extent I have always 
believed in this doctrine, anf have been ever ready 
to conform to it. But I hold to the doctrine as it 
stood in 1798, that in general, on questions of ex- 

ediency, the representative should conform to his 
instructions, and so gratify the wishes and obey the 
will of his constituents, though on questions of con- 
stitutionality his course might be different; and 
therefore, when the senator last up (Mr. Strange) 
declared that he would rather submit to a certain 


had been a violation of the constitution, I felt some 
itself be subverted. 


tive besides obeying—that is, to resign. 

And what is the doctrine of instructions as it is 
held by all? Is it not that we are to conform to the 
wishes of our constituents? Is it not that we are 
to act, not in our own butin a delegated character ? 
And will any who stand here, pretend that whenever 
they know the wishes or will of those who sent 
will entirely? Is it not the doctrine that we are 
those who called us to our dignified office? That 
is the view which I take of the doctrine of instruc- 
tions. 

And I now ask, is any peculiar language neces- 
sary, other than that by which the will of our con- 
stituents may be understood and carried out? Is 
there but one word that will answer—no other word 
but the word instruct? Is there no other language 
tantamount to that? If the legislature simply ex- 
press their will, is that not equivatent to the word 
instruct? . Nay, more, is it not more respectful to 
those receiving the instructions to avoid than to 
use the word instruclions? Infinitely more so, and 
[am more ready to comply with the wishes of any 
one, if he speaks to me ina courteous and polite 
manner, than if he made use of mandatory lan- 
guage. Sir,[ say to my man Charles, please do so 
and so, and he does it instantly, and with much 
more pleasure than if I was more peremptory. Sup- 
pose I should say, Charles, I instruct you, he 
would think it very curious language ; but if I say 
1 would be obliged to you for my shoes or boots, he 
goes down and brings them as quick as possible. 
I assure the senators it is no purpose of mine to 
treat them with the smallest disrespect; on the 
contrary, I sympathize with them, and regret ex- 
tremely that they cannot conform to these resolu- 
tions, coming from so respectable a source as the 
legislature of North Carolina. I should have been 
extremely happy if they could have conformed, and 
I believe the constitution of North Carolina ex- 
pressly provides for and secures the right of in- 
struction, requiring the representatives of the peo- 
ple to conform and obey. And it appears to me 
that if the legislature have the right and choose to 
give instructions, it is no matter in what words or 
language those instructions are given ; and I should 
feel myself bound to conform to their wishes thus 
communicated. But if the argument of the senior 
senator (Mr. Brown) froin North Carolina is cor- 
rect, even if the most positive language were used, 
as has been done on two several occasions, and in 
my judgment now, I suppose, if that were the case, 
he would not feel bound to obey the will of the le- 
gislature in opposition to what he might be pleased 
to consider the will of the people, which he would 
regard as the paramount authority. But on one 





subject at least these resolutions speak in decisive 


operation than to give his vote declaring that there | 


language, on which I have not heard that the peo- 
ple of North Carolina have expressed any prior 
sentiment adverse to the course now intimated, 
and that is, the great subject of the public lands, 
which has been under laborious discussion here for 
the last eight or ten days; and I confess I regretted 
that these resolutions by the legislature of North 
Carolina were not here, that we mizht bave had the 
benefit of the knowledge of their wishes during the 
last week, when the debate on the subject was in 
progress. But I am glad they have come in 
before the passage of the bill, and I hope at least on 
the subject of the public lands we shall have the 
vote of the senators from North Carolina in opposi- 
tion to the wild schemes which have been de- 
nounced by the resolutions of the legislature laid 
before us. 

Mr. Strange replied, that he certainly felt much 
indebted to the senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay, ) 
for the advice he had seen proper to volunteer on 
the present occasion. But it had been yery long 
since it had been his wont to look for political in- 
formation from that quarter. On the contrary, he 
viewed the senator from,Kentucky, with all his 
talents, rather as a beacon’ than a guide, and when 
a course was indicated by him, generally consider- 
ed it a reason for shunning, rather than pursuing 
it. It was not, therefore. to be considered at all 
remarkable, if his suggestions, on the present occa- 
sion, should have but little weight. The senator is 
pleased to say that he considers my complaint, that 
I have neither favor nor justice to expect from my 
political opponents, a little gratuitous. No man 
knows better where the shoe pinches than he who 
wears it. The senator knows nothing of the ground 
upon which this complaint is nade, and has, there- 
fore, noright to say whether it is gratuitous or not. 
He, (Mr.S.) had said, that sad experience had warn- 
ed him not to expect either favor or justice from his 





them here, they are not bound to conform to that 


nothing more than the mirror to reflect the will of | 


political opponents—and he said so truly. And 


alarm lest the ‘true doctrine of instructions should | now that the senator had somewhat forced it upon 
And it did not appear to occvr| him, he would remark, that no man had shown 
to him at the time that there was another alterna- | more comity or deference to his political opponents 


than himself; and yet not only the seurrilous parti- 

/san newspapers of the country, but even by those 
with whom he had exchanged the courtesies of life, 
cand from whom he had parted with the grasp of 
friensdhip, had his motives been assailed and his 
conduct impeached. With such facts before him, 
he might well say that he could expect neither favor 
nor justice from his political opponents. The sena- 
tor from Kentucky, he said, with an unfairness and 
coarseness which he had not thought altogether be- 
coming, had observed, that in remarking upon the 
‘impracticability of obedience, he (Mr. 58. and his 
colleague) seemed to have overlooked another al- 
ternative, and that was resignation. Now, unless 
the senator’s senses were less acute than usual, he 
must have heard both bim and his colleague very 
distinetly advert to that alternative, and himself to 
declare that were he at liberty to act in obedience to 
/his own feelings, he would resign ; but that, under 
present circumstances, a high sense of duty to those 
who sent him here compelled him to remain. The 
senator from Kentucky then takes up the doctrine 
of instruction, and, according to his wont in the ab- 
sence of argument and reason, attempts to drive us 
from our position by raillery and jest, and for that 
purpose parades before us that ever favorite and 
fertile theme, his man Charles, and entertains the 
senate with a dialogue between himself and that dis- 
tinguished personage. But his illustration has no 
application to the subject. There is no parity be- 
tween the relationship subsisting between the sove- 
reignty of a state and its representative upon this 
floor, and that between the senator and his slave. 
He was (said Mr. 8.) the servant of the people of 
North Carolina, but not their slave, or the slave 
of any other man. He served the people of 
North Carolina, as far as he was able to discern, 
in compliance with the public will; and when he 
could not conscientiously conform to that will, he 
would resign. Poor Charles has no such alternative. 
If the senator’s title to him is good, he is his slave, 
and he must yield obedience in whatever way he 
may think proper to address him: he cannot resign. 
Whether the senator from Kentucky is able to per- 
ceive any dilference in the signification of certain 
terms, is a matter with which he (Mr. 8.) had no- 
thing to do. When the legislature of Kentucky 
spoke, it would be for the senator from Kentucky 
to interpret its language; and he (Mr. S.) would 
be very far from indelicately obtruding his advice, 
But when the legislature of North Carolina spoke to 
his colleague and himseif, it belonged to them to 
interpret; and he recognized the right of no one to 
interfere in the matter. 

As he understood the opinions of the people of 
North Carolina, they recognized a difference be- 
tween instructions and other language used by the 
legislature. When he was elected to his present 
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position, he came into it with a deterinination to 
act conformably, as far as possible to the popular 
will, the principle which the senator from Kentucky 
had admitted to be correct; and the only question 
was, what was the popular will? He believed a 
part of the popular will in North Carolina was, that 
when the legislature instructed a senator to vote for 
or against a particular measure, such instruction 
should stand with him for the popular will, what- 
ever, in truth, the popular will might be; but that, 
when not instructed, it was his duty to exercise his 
best jugdment, and ascertain, from the several 
sources within his reach, what was, upon the whole, 
the popular will. He believed, therefore, that he 
woald act in conformity to the public will in North 
Carolina, whenever instructed by the legislature 
either to obey or resign; but to treat every thing 
else coming {from the legislature as merely advisory, 
and conform to it or not, as, in his judgment, it 
either did or did not concur with the popular will. 
The senator from Kentucky intimates that our 
course of reasoning leads to the conclusion that 
even if the word instruct had been used, we should 
have been at liberty to look bebind this legislative 
declaration, and ascertain what was, in fact, the 
popalar will. In his (Mr. 8.’s) judgment, the rea- 
soning led to no such result, 28 gramyre the con- 
trary. They had expressly stated that they believ- 
ed it to be the poptlar will in North Carolina, that 
whenever the legislature instructed, such instruc- 
tions are to be taken as the popular will, and acted 
upon as such; but in the absence of such instruc- 
tions, the senator must, at his own peril, ascertain 
that will. 

The senator from Kentucky, in conclusion, ra- 
ther ungenerously, as he thought, chided him and 
his colleague for not bringing forward these resolu- 
tions last week when the bill was under discussion. 
If the senator from Kentucky would tax his recol- 
lection, he would find, that at this session of con- 
gress, upon every test question upon the gradua- 
tion bill, both his colleague and himself had voted 
against it. As he had said before, he should al- 
ways vote in conformity to the wishes of his state, 
so far as he could understand them, when they did 
not conflict in his judgment, with any great princi- 

le which he had no right to disregard. Last year. 

e voted for the graduation bill, under (as he now 
thought) a mistaken impression, that public senti- 
ment in North Carolina, if not in favor of it, was at 
least quiescent. But he hoped never to see a year 
when he could not look back and say, ‘‘ I ain wiser 
this year than] was last.” He was not inclined to 
think that the majority of the people of North Ca- 
rolina was opposed to the bill, and should therefore 
unhesitatingly vote against it. 

Mr. Lrown, in rising to reply to the senator from 
Kentucky, (Mr. Clay,) said: That, in the out- 
set of his remarks, he should protest against, and 
peremptorily challenge, the right of the senator to 
interfere in a question purely between themselves 
and their constituents. hat right had that senator 
to assume upon bimself the authority thus attempt- 
ed to be exercised by him? From whom did he’ 
derive his authority? Where were his credentials? 
Who had constituted him their attorney, in fact, 
thus to arraign the course of members on this 
floor ? ‘ 
Having felt it to be his duty thus emphatically 
to except to the assumed power of the senator, and 
considering that he had been fairly ousted of the 
jurisdiction that he had sought to assert, he would 
now gv a step further, and say that he should per- 
emptorily decline, froin high considerations of what 
was due to himself and his own rights, to notice 
any of the topics introduced by him, or to join is- 
sue with him on any one of the questions which he 
seeks to raise, in reference to) the manner of dis- 
charging our duties as members of this body. If, 
however, he had considered it incumbent on him- 
self to refuse to join issue with the senator on any 
of the topicsraised by him, yet there were some 
other things which it was his purpose to say to him 
before he cuncluded his remarks. 

In the first place, his constituents would no doubt 
feel exceedingly obliged to that gentleman, whuse 
political course had long been distinguished for its 
peculiar devotion to southern interests, for having 
volunteered, on the present occasion, to appear as 
the champion of their rights. The friends of the 
great right of instruction will, no doubt, in every 
part of the country, learn with no little surprise 
that the senator has become its advocate and eulo- 
gist! What, said Mr. B. the senator froin Ken- 
tucky now assuming to pronounce, with oracular 
certainty and authority, the true doctrines of the 
sight of instraction! How long, he would ask, had 
it been since that gentleman had entitled himself 
to becoine its teacherandexpounder? Was it from 
the eminent services rendered by him to its princi- 
ples, when instructions were coming from a inajori- 


{ty of the states of this union to their senators on 
this floor, directing them to sustain the late admin- 
istration in the mighty conflict then waging against 
it by the Bank of the United States, and the poli- 
tical party acting in concert with it? Who does 
net remember that gentleman’s course on that most 
important occasion? A majority of the states of 
this union, believing that a great crisis in our pub- 
lic affairs’ had arrived, sent resolutions here to their 
senators, instructing them directly and perempto- 
rily—not resolutions so framed as to be in effect 
fraudulent in regard to that great right, but resolu- 
tions commanding their senators, in terms plain and 
unequivocal—to carry out their wishes. Did the 
senator then stand forth as their defender and vin- 
dicator? Did he exhort the large riumber of his 
political friends, then boldly violating and defying 
positive instructions, to respect that great doctrine? 
No, said Mr. B., his course was far otherwise. We 
then heard daily anathemas from his political friends 
—- instructions; the popular voice was scouted, 
although it had been expressed in some instances 
twice or thrice to some of the gentleman’s friends, 
inthe shape of positive commands, and, standing 
foremost among those who’animated them to resist 
the will of their constituents, and exhorted them 
to unyielding firmness in that course, was the sena- 
tor from Kentucky himself; and yet he now under- 
takes to become a lecturer to others on the great 
priuciple of instruction! 

Who did not remember the reception given in 
this body, during the famous panic session, to the 
instructions sent by the patriotic state of New 
Hampshire, to her senators, the first movement of 
the kind, directing them to vote for expunging the 
condemnatory sentence against president Jackson, 
and to sustain his administration against the war 
then waged by the opposition party, and the Bank 
of the United States? The able republican senator 
who presented thein was assailed in debate on this 
floor, his state insulted, and even the common cour- 
tesy of printing the resolutions of instruction was 
refused by the political friends of the senator, who 
then held the power in this body. With what pro- 
priety, then, he demanded, could a political party, 





who had trampled on the right of instruction, 
scorned and conte:mned the public will, by the most 
highhanded outrages, whenever and wherever they | 
had possessed power, with what propriety could | 
they reproach others, in regard to their course, 
when no instructions had been given them? 

His constituents would, no doubt, be exceedingly 

obliged for the advice of a gentleman in their affairs 
who had been conspicuously associated as one of 
the leading members of what was familiarly known 
in this country by the name of the ‘* coalition ad- 
ministration.” Judging from their past sentiments 
inregard to it, he did not believe that they pos- 
sessed, at this time, any very strong desire to wit- 
ness its restoration to power in any shape. If one 
member of that by-gone administration had a right 
to interfere in their affairs, by offering advice, the 
| great political high priest himself who headed it, 
may, with the same propriety, claim to offer his. 
And where now is the head of that famous admin- 
istration, and what are his daily occupations? Fal- 
len from what was due to the dignity of his former 
station, he is almost daily engaged in the digusting 
and wretched pursuit of abolition agitation ! 

Where, Mr. B. would ask, were the political 
friends of the senator from Kentucky, who resided 
north of the Potomac, with some honorable excep- 
tions, to be found on that question? The great 
mass of them were found, in the two houses of 
congress, and in the legislative halls of their res- 
pective slates, pursuing a course in direct hostility 
to the south. ‘bere was not a state legislature 
north of the Potomac in which the political friends 
of that senator had obtained power, unless in those 
where slavery existed, that resolutions attacking 
the rights and interests of the south on the vitally 
important questions of slavery had not passed! 
And be it said to the immortal honor of the demo- 
cratic party of the north, who have been so scan- 
dalously calumniated by most of the federal presses 
of the south, on that question, that while their sen- 
tors and representatives, in almost an entire body, 
have sustained our just rights in the two branches 
of congress, there is not a single state north of the 
Potomac in which the democratic party have had 
the power in its legislature, that they have not, in 
the noble spirit of justice and union, passed reso- 
lutions strongly sustaining the rights of their sister 
confederate states of the south! 

The senator from Kentucky had, to illustrate his 
views of the right of instruction, referred to his 
own servant, and hig obligations to obey his com- 
inands, when given by him. In alluding to bis re- 
marks on this subject, it was no part of his purpose 
(said Mr. B.) to join issue with him, and to debate 
that point, as he intended carefully to preserve the 
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—— 
ground takenat the outset of his remarks not to 
admit, directly or indirectly, his jurisdiction on {hj 
subject, by joining issue with hima on any questioy 
which he had thought proper to raise; but he 
would answer him sumewhat after the Yankee man. 
ner, by asking another question. Let us suppose 
(said Mr. B.) that a servant, who desired occupa. 
tion, had applied three several times toa farmer o; 
planter for employment, and that that farmer or plan. 
ter had three times, either from a supposed want of 
honesty or skill in the applicant, in pretty plain anq 
positive language, rejected his importunities to ep. 
ter his service : what would be the opinion of the 
world as to the modesty which, under such circum. 
stances, could venture a fourth importunity? He 
thought this very like the case of a distinguisheq 
individual, who had presented himself three times 
to the American people to be employed in a certain 
high station, and who had been’ three times signally 


rejected; and, if public rumor was now to be cred. | 


ited, was again prepared for a fourth rebuff by the 
popular voice. ; : e 

Again, Mr. B. said, his constituents would, no 
doubt, feel and appreciate a defence, coming from 
@ gentleman whose almost entire public course, for 
a series of years, had been directly at war with 
their rights and interests; a senator whose miscall- 
ed American system, until thrown off by determin. 
ed resistance, had, for a series of years, impoverish.- 
ed and desolated the south, oppressed her citizens, 
and almost ruined her commerce; a senator whose 
favorite system of policy he declared most solemn. 
ly, in his opinion, had aimed a more fatal blow at 
the constitution and union of the states, than any 
other and all other measures combined. A system 
which had, at one time, shaken the pillars of our 
glorious confederacy to their very foundations ; and 
which had created, and, he feared, had established 
those dangerous sectional prejudices and feelings 
which were destined to endure too long for the har- 
mony and safety of our country. 

Mr. B. had now finished saying what he had felt 
due to himself and the occasion, and due to the 
interference which his remarks were intended to 
repel. . 

‘Mr. Clay said he was exceedingly sorry he had 
been instrumental in throwing the senator from North 
Carolina into such a rage, and nothing, he said, Was 
further from his purpose. But if he had intimated 
that the legislature of North Carolina had meanly 
prevaricated, and had made a fraudulent use of the 
doctrines of instructions 

Mr. Brown. 1 did not say so; my remarks were 
general. 
~ Mr. Clay. If bis remarks were general, I do not 
see that they can have any specific application, ex- 
cept to this case. [Mr. Brown again attempting to 
speak, was prevented by cries of order!] Mr. C. 
said it was far from his purpose to assume jurisdic- 
tion in this case, or any authority over the senator 
or his colleague; and be could not more protest 
against it than Mr. C. was unwilling to exercise It. 
But what was the state of the case? ‘The senators, 
on presenting the resolutions of their legislature, 
had both made speeches addressed to this body, and 
had spoken of the nature of their instructions, and ol 
the degree of authority and of duty which belonged 
to them; all this they had done to a body of which 
Mr. C. was ainember. If they bad confined their 
thoughts on the subject to themselves, or had con- 
tented themselves with simply presenting the resolu- 
tions, Mr. C. would have seen no occasion for any 
remarks on his part. But when they expressea 
their views of the extent of the obligations due to 
their instructions on subjects in which the whole 
country was interested, Mr. C. would ask if it ms 
not proper for hin to speak in reply? Mr. C. . 
spoken with reluctance, and would have been gla 
if another gentleman had taken it upon him; but as 
the question was about to be put, and as North Car- 
olina was unrepresented, he had ventured to make 3 
few remarks, and in doing so had called forth a a 
violent philippic against him personally.. Mr. C. ha 
not felt the slightest emotion while this was going 
on; but as the senator had protested against Mr. te 
jurisdiction in the case, h> sliould have recollecte 
‘hat he was assuming just such a jurisdiction ove! 
Mr. C. : and that it was quite as exceptionable for the 
senator toarraign Mr. C’s course, as for him to arraign 
thatof the senator. But Mr. C. would say nothing 
in regard to himself, since his colleague (Mr. Cnit- 
tenden, on the Jand bill) had disclosed the impossl- 
bility of making any adequate defence for Mr 
on this floor; and he therefore thought it vain * 
him to attempt to defend himself. But on this poi’ 
the people of the country must judge; and if they 
condemned the course of policy in regard to the pub- 
lie lands which Me.C. advocated, and which had plac- 
ed this country 50 years in advance of what it woul 





otherwise have been, Mr. C. could only submit; oF 
if, as the senior senator from North Carolina ha 
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4, this uestion had shaken the pillars of this 
—— it would be right to give some credit to Mr. 


ee 


~ @, that he had endeavored to compose that contro- 


versy by the bill which he had introduced several 
0. 
yon thre declaration of Mr. Strange, that he gene- 
rally regarded Mr. C’s. course as one to be avoided, 
Mr. C. remarked that it was not his course of con- 
duet toward Mr. S. or any other gentleman; but 
wher. they presented any measure, he was ever 
ready to give it his consideration ; and he would not 
decide against him merely because he proposed the 
measure, but he would examine it, and if the 
round was good he would act with him, as Mr. S. 
was about to do with Mr. C. on graduation. 

Mr. C. again disclaimed any intention to interfere 
between the senators from N orth Carolina and their 
legislature, and expressed the pleasure which these 
resolutions gave him, especially on account of their 
reference to the public lands ; and he further justifi- 
ed the remarks which he had now maile, and espe- 
cially by the apprehension which he felt that the 
true doctrine of instructions, as stated in 1798, was 
now in danger of being subverted and destroyed. 

The resolutions were now laid on the table and or- 
dered to be printed. 

MR, JOHNSON’S SUBSTITUTE. 

In the house of representatives, Tuesday, Jan. 15. 

Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, laid upon the table, 
by consent of the house, for the purpose of having 
it printed, a substitute which he intends to move for 
the sub-treasury bill offered at the beginning of 
the session by the committee of ways and means, 
as follows: 

An act to prevent defalcations in the revenue of the 
United States, and to insure its safe- keeping. 

Be it enacted, Se. That after the — day of —, it shall 
be the duty of all persons having money to pay into the 
treasury of the United States, excepting the money 
arising out of the post office department, to pay the 
same into a deposite bank selected by the congress of 
the United States, and to have it placed there to the 
credit of the treasurer of the United States; and no pay- 
ment made in any other mode shall be valid in favor of 
the persoas making the same, or entitle him to a credit 
or acquittance on the part of the government, or to any 
of the rights or in.munities arising from payments made 
into the treasury, or save him from any forfeitures or 
penalties which may be imposed by law for failing to 
pay money into the treasury. 

Section 2. And be it further enacted, That the secre- 
tary of the treasury shall have the power to transfer the 
public money from one bank to another, to suit the 
convenience of disbursement, and for no other purpose 
whatever. 

Section 3. And be it further enacted, That all bonds 
iven for duties payable to the United States shall be 
eposited for salhectivg in some deposite bank, and 

be made payable only at such depository, and the amount 
of such bonds as soon as paid shall be placed to the 
credit of the treasurer of the United States in said de- 
pository. 

Section 4. And be it further enacted, That in all 
cases of payment thus made into the treasury of the 
United States, it shall be the duty of the collector, or re- 
ceiver, or other person heretofore entitled to receive the 
same, to grant a receipt to the person maps the pay- 
ment upon the production of the certificate of deposite 
of the bank receiving the same. 

Section 5. And be it further enacted, That in, all 
cases where it may be necessary to advance money to 
collectors to pay off debentures, or the necessary ex- 
penses attending the collection of the revenue, and in 
all other cases where money may be advanced to re- 
celvers, marshals, and other disbursing agents of every 
description, it shall be the duty of the secretary of the 
treasury, in his warrant upon the treasury, to direct 
that the money be placed upon the books of the depo- 
site bank, upon which the treasurer’s draft is issued, 
to the credit of the aforesaid persons in whose favor mo- 
ney may be advanced, which entry upon the bank book 
shall express the purpose for which the money is thus 
advanced and placed to their credit; and in all cases 
where checks are drawn by any one of the aforesaid per- 
Sons, as disbursing agents, upon the fund thus placed 
to their credit in bank, the check shall express upon its 
face the poses for which it is drawn; and it shall be the 
duty of the bank to retain and preserve the check after it 
is paid and cancelled, and transmit it at the end of the 
week to the first auditor of the treasury, with the bank 
account of the disbursing agent. 

Section 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of the secretary of the treasury to issue the ne- 
cessary instructions to carry into effect the provisions of 

e foregoing bill. 


TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
THIRD SESSION—SENATE. 

January 18. After the transaction of some busi. 
ness of minor importance, the bill making appro- 
priations for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road in the states of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 
was taken up as the special order of the day. 

Mr. Tipton gave a brief explanation of the con- 
tents and objects of the bill. The appropriation 
being $450,000, that is $150,000 for that portion of 





the road in each of the states of Ohio, Indiana, and 
IHinois. 

Mr. Hubbard after a few observations, moved to 
strike out the word “fifty” wherever it occurs; thus 
reducing the appropriation for each state fifty 
thousand dollars. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Hubbard, King, 
and Brown, in support of the motion, and from 
Messrs. Smith, of Indiana, and Robinson, in oppo- 
sition to it, the question was taken, and Mr. Hub- 
bard’s motion was adopted—yeas 27, nays 17, as 
follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay, of Ala., 
Cuthbert, Davis, Foster, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, 
Mouton, Nicholgs, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Roane, Ruggles Smith, of Conn., Strange, Swift, 
Walker, Wall, Wiite, Williams, of Me. and Williams, 
ot Mississippi—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay, of Ky., Fulton, 
Linn, Merrick, Morris, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith, of Ind., Southard, Spence, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
-Webster, Young—17. 

Mr, King, after a few remarks, moved to strike 
out the enacting clause of the bill ; which, after some 
remarks from Mr. Young in opposition to the mo. 
tion, was carried—veas 28, nays 22. as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Foster, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Mouton, Niles, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Ruggles, 
Smith of Conn., Strange, Walker, Wall, White. Wil- 
liams of Maine, and Williams of Mississippi—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Ky., Cuth- 
bert, Fulton, Knight, Linn, Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, 
Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Spence. Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, 
Wright and Young—22. 

A message was received from the president of the 
United States, transmitting a repoit of the director 
of the mint, showing the operations of that institu- 
tion for the year 1838 ; which was laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a message, transmitting a letter from the 
secretary of the treasury, on the subject of claims 
under the Florida treaty of 1819, recommending ad- 
ditional legislation: laid on the table. 

Also, a message, transmitting a communication 
from the secretary of the treasury, on the propriety 
of changing the second section of the act of March, 
1837, for the relief of.the insolvent debtors of the 
United States: referred to the committee on the ju- 
diciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Wall, who voted wiih the majority, said he 
had been earnestly requested to move a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote, on striking out the enacting clause 
of the Cumberland road bill. He was willing to 
make this motion, as he was aware that there were 
several senators absent when the vote was taken, to 
give an opportunity for a more full expression of the 
opinion of the senate, though he had no intention of 
changing his own vote. 

i1r. W’s motion was supported by Messrs. Benton, 
Smith, of Indiana, and Morris, and opposed by 
Messrs. Preston, Calhoun, King, and Clay, of Ala- 
bama; when Mr. King moved tolay the motion on 
the table, giving notice that he himself would call 
it up at one o’clock on Monday, when he expected 
there would be a full senate. 

On taking the question, Mr. King’s motion was 
lost—yeas 23, nays 26, as follows: 

YEAS—Measrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay, of Alaba- 
ma, Foster, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Mouten, Nicho- 
las, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, 
Ruggles, Smith, of Conn., Strange, Walker, Wall, 
White, Williams, of Maine, and Williams, of Mis- 
sissippi—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Buchanzn, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Ful- 
ton, Knight, Linn, Merrick, Morris, Rives, Robbins, 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Spence, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, Wright, and 
Young—26. 

The question was next taken on the reconsidera- 
tion of the vote on striking out the enacting clause ; 
and the reconsideration was ordered without a divi- 
sion. The question was taken and decided in the 
negative—yeas 23, nays 26, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, 
Foster, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Mouton, Niles, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Ruggles, 
Smith, of Coun., Strange, Walker, Wall, White, Wil- 
liams, of Maine, and Williams, of Miss.—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Ful- 
ton, Knight, Linn, Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, Robbins, 
Robinson, Spence, Swift, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmaige, Tipton, Webster, Wright, and 
Young—26. 

Mr. Hubbard moved to strike out all after the 
word dollars in the eleventh line, which provides 
that the same limitations and restrictions shall exist 
as are contained in former laws on the subject. On 
this motion a debate ensued, in which Messrs. 
Hubbard, Walker, Clay, of Kentucky, and Clay, of 
Alabama, supported, and Messrs. Tipton, Young, 





Bayard, and Niles, opposed the motion. 


Mr. Hubbard then withdrew his motion, when 
Mr. Walker moved to strike out that part of the 
bill which provides that the appropriation shall be 
reimbursed out of the two per cent. fund reserved 
for making roads to the states named in the bill, 
contending that this fund had been long exhausted, 
and that it could by no possibility, ever produce 
the amount appropriated. 

This motion was supported by Messrs. Walker, 
Clay, of Alabama, and Clay, of Kentucky, and op- 
posed by Messrs. King, Bayard, Tipton, and Benton ; 
and on taking the question, the motion was lost— 
yeas 22, nays 24, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, Clay of 
Alabama, Clay of Ky., Davis, Foster, Hubbard, King, 
Knight, Lumpkin, Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, 
Preston, Ruggles, Swift, Walker, White, Williams of 
Me., Williains of Miss.—22, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Crittenden, Cuth- 
bert, Fulton, Liun, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Roane, 
Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Conn,, Smith of 


Ia., Southard, Spence, Strange, Tipton, Wall, Webster, 
Wright, Young—24, 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading by the following vote. 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, 
Clay of Ky., Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, Linn, 
Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Ia., Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, 'Tip- 
ton, Websier, Wright, Young—25. 

NAYS-—-Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay, of Ala., 
Foster, Hubbard, King, Lum kin, Lyon, Mouton, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Rug- 

les, Smith, of Con., Strange, -Walker, Wall, White, 
illiams of Maine, and Williams of Mississippi—23. 

On motion, the senate then adjourned to Monday 
next. 

January 21. Petitions and memorials were 
presented by Messrs. Webster, (from the heirs of 
Robert Fulton,) Sevier, Strange, Buchanan, Pren- 
liss, Young, McKean, Tallmadge, Davis, King, and 
Hubbard. 

Mr. Tallmadge introduced a joint resolution for 
the amendment of the constitution of the United 
States. This resolution provides that the president 
shall be elected for one term of four years, and be 
ineligible thereafter; also, that the secretary of the 
treasury, the treasurer, and the postmaster general 
be elected by congress, for such term and in such 
manner as shall be prescribed by law; and that no 
member of congress shall be appointed to any office 
in the government of the- United States until the 
expiration of two years after he shall have ceased 
to be a member of congress. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, te 
which was referred the memorial of the Alabama, 
Florida, and Georgia railroad company, reported a 
bill for the relief thereof; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of Alfred Vail for the privilege of im- 
porting, free of duty, the apparatus for an clectro- 
magnetic telegraph, and that it be referred to the 
committee on manufactures; which was agreed to. 


Mr. W. also, from the committee on finance, to 
which was referred the communication from the 
secretary of the treasury, in relation to the modes 
of collecting and disbursing the revenues in foreign 
governments, made areport thereon, accompanicd 
by a resolution, which was agreed to; and in con- 
currence therewith, 10,000 additional copies were 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Spence, from the commfttee on the District 
of Columbia, to which was referred the bill for the 
construction of a free bridge over the Eastern 
Branch, reported the same without amendment. 


The report from the committee on the District of 
Columbia, in compliance with the resolution of the 
senate directing them to inquire whether the banks 
have acted in conformity to the provisions of their 
charters, and reporting that the banks have acted in 
conformity therewith, was taken up and agreed to. 

Several pension bills were also reported, and some 
resolutions on local matters submitted. 


The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland 
ruad, appropriating $100,000 to the road in the 














states of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, was taken up 
onits third reading, and after some r@imarks from 
Mr. Clay of Alabama in opposition, was passed by 
the following vote: ) 
Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Cuthbert, Davis, Felton, Knight, 
Linn, Morris, Nicholas, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Wright, and Young—24. 
NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay, of Ala- 
bama, Foster, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mou- 
ton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, 
Smith, of Connecticut, Sirange. Walker, Wall, White, 
Williams, of Maine, and Williams, of Mississippi—22. 
After a ‘short executive session, 





The senate adjourned. 
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January 22. ‘The senate was engaged nearly all 
day on private business. The only public bills 
acted on were the following, which were ordered 
to a third Nye. 2 pa | 

The bill to prohibit the giving or sending a chal- 
lenge in the District of Columbia, and the bill to 
abolish imprisonment for debt in certain cases. 

The bill to prevent the counterfeiting of foreign 
coin was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Williams, of Maine, introduced a resolution 
calling on the president for any correspondence 
that may have taken place between this govern- 
ment and Great Britain, since his last annual mes- 
sage, in relation the northeastern boundary. 

After a very protracted executive session, 

The senate adjourned. 


January 23. Mr. Young presented a resolution 
of the legislature of Illinois, urging upon their rep- 
resentatives in congress to procere a law making an 
appropriation for the purpose of placing all the un- 
surveyed lands under imiuediate contract. 

Mr. Benton, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported a bill granting compensation to cer- 
tain companies of Michigan militia. 

Mr. Norvell introduced a bill making grants of 
lands to certain states for purposes of internal im- 
proveinent. 

Mr. Fulton introducéd a bill in relation to certain 
railways in the state of Arkansas, 

Some private memorials were presented, and sun- 
dry unfavorable reports were made. 

The following resolutions offered yesterday by 
Mr. Linn coming up for consideration— 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to communicate tothe senate any information 
he may possess 1n relation to the banks or institutions 
exercising banking privileges, in the territory of Wis- 
consin; whether they are exercising such privileges in 
pursuance or in violation of the laws of the United 
States, and whether their notes are received in pay- 
ment tor the public lands. 

Resolved, 'That the committee on finance be instruct- 
ed to report a bill to disaffirm, disapprove, and render 
null and void any act of the territorial legislature, crea- 
ting banking institutions in Wisconsi territory, where 
charters have not been approved by congress, or where 
the provisions of their charters, or the acts of es=gress 
approving them, have been violated. 

esolved, ‘(hat the committee also report a bill to 

ive jurisdiction to the caurts of the territories of the 

nited States over all the banking institutions in said 

territories, and to provide punishments for the violation | 

of the act of congress of the Ist July, 1836, or of any | 

other aet that has been or may hereafter be passed, ap- 
proving bank charters. 

Mr. King and Mr. Allen suggested that the reso- 
Jutions be so nodified as to make them a matter of 
enquiry, and to extend it to the other territories, and | 
also, instead of instructing the committee to report 
a bill, to direct them to enquire into the expediency 
of doing so. 

Mr. Linn adopted these suggestions, 
modified, the resolutions were agreed to. 

The final vote was then taken on the bill to pro- 
hibit duelling in the District of Columbia, and the re- 
sult was ws follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay, 
of Ky., Davis, Foster, Fulton, Hubbard, Knight, Linn, 
Lumpkin, McKean, Morris, Mouton, Niles, Pierce, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith, of Conn., 
Smith, of Ia., Southard, Swift, ‘Tallmadge, ‘Tipton, 
White, Williams, of Me., Young-—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Prown, Clay, of Alabama, King, 
Nicholas, Preston, Roane, Williams, of Miss.—7. 

Mr, Tullmadge submitted the following, which he 
moved to lay on the table : 

Resolved, That sound specie-paying banks ouglit to 
be selected under suitable regulations to be prescribed 
by law, for the safe-keeping of the public money. 

Resolved, That the payment of the public revenue 
ought to be made in gold and silver, or in the notes of 
sound specic-paying banks, under suitable regulations 
to be prescribed by law. 

Resolved, That such payments of the public revenue | 
from customs and from lands ought to be made, as far 
as practicable, by deposites in the selected banks, to the 
credit of the treasurer of the United States, and the 
certificates of the deposites taken by the collectors and 
receivers as evidence of such payments. 

Resolved, That the selected banks, in consideration 
of such denasites, ought to perform, without charge, the 
same duties to the government in transferring the pub- 
lic funds, and distributing the same in payment of the 
public creditors, as were performed by the late Bank of 
the United States, 

On motion of Mr. Waite, 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be, and he here- 


and, so 


individual, ‘other than officers of the army, who has 
received any appointment or agency under the authori- 
y** ra) > . P a . . . 
ty of the United States, to aid in carrying into effect the 
provisions of the treaty with the Cherokee Indians, 
dated 29:h December, 1835, with the duty he was di- 
rected and eapocts to perform, and the sum promised 
or paid to each, and by whom such appointment was 





niade. 


Resolved, That the secretary of war be, and he here- 
by is, requested to report to the senate what species of 
funds were furnished by the United States to their 
agents to carry into effect the provisions of the treat 
with the Cherokee Indians, dated 29th Decemsber, 1835, 
and, if funds of different species have been furnished, 
state the amount of each, together with the time when 
sent, and te whom, and whether any of such funds 
have been exehanged, and by whom, for funds less 
valuable, and a premium received for the difference of 
value, and whether such premiums have been account- 
ed for to the government. 

Resolved, Vhat the secretary of war be, and i pins! 


‘is, requested to report to the senate the name of eae 


individual whose improvements have been valaed un- 
der the provisions of the treaty with the Cherokees, 
dated 29th December, 19835, and the sum to which each 
has been valued, together with the instructions given to 
the persons making such valuations. 

On motion of Mr. Foster, the bill to amend an aet 
entitked “an act to authorize the state of Tennessee 
to issue grants and perfeet titles to certain lands 
therein described, and to settle the claims to the 
vacant and unappropriated iands within the same,”’ 
was taken up. Mr. F. spoke at length in favor of 
this bill, and Messrs. White and Berton also advoca- 
ted it. 

On motion of Mr. Strange the bill was then post- 
poned to, and made the special order for to-morrow, 
and afler a protracted executive session, 

The senate adjourned. 


January 24. Mr. Knight presented a petition 
from Caleb Williams, setting forth that he has two 
iron steamboats now building in Europe, the one of 
two and the other of three thousand tons, and pray- 
ing that the law may be so altered as to license 
them in this country. Referred to the committee 
on commerce. 

A few pension bills were reported. 

Mr. Davis presented the credentials of the Hon. 
Daniel Webster, senator elect from Massachusetts 
for the next six years from and after the 3rd of 
March next. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, rose and asked leave to 
introduce a bill to regulate the price of the land ac- 
quired by the treaty with the Miami Indians of the 
6th of November, 1838, which was ratified on yes- 
terday. The bill fixes the minimum price of these 
lands at $2 50 per aere; and was referred to the 
committee on the public lands. 

Mr. Norvell brought in again the joint resolution 
which had unanimously passed the senate last year 
authorizing the president of the United States to 
cause surveys of the western lakes to be made, and 
it was ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Benton submitted a resolution to the effect 
that the secretary of the treasury report to the sen- 
ate whether any, and, if any, how much would 
have been the deficit in the treasury if the act 
{o appropriate for a limited time, the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands of the United States, 
and for granting land to certain states, which pass- 
ed both houses of congress, had received the appro- 
bation of the president, and been acted on up to the 
Ist day of January, 1839. The resolution was cr- 
dered to lie over. 

Mr. Benton also introduced a bill to repeal the 
duty on salt, and went at some length into the 
merits of the measure, and Mr. Davis expressing a 
desire to reply, the subject was laid over. 

On motion of Mr. Foster the senate took up the 
bill to authorize the state of Tennessee to issue 
grants and perfect titles to certain lands therein de- 
scribed, and to settle the claims to the vacant and 
unappropriated lands within the same. 

Mr. F.. advocated the bill at some length, and ex- 
pressed his willingness to strike from it the proviso, 
that after January, 1844, all the lands within the 
state should be unconditionally ceded to Tennessee. 
The bill was so amended, and the question on its 
engrossment taken by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay, of 
Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
Foster, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mc 
Kean, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 
Preston, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Conn., 
Smith, of Indiana, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
White, Williams, of Miss., Young—33. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Strange, Wi!liams, of Me. 
—. 

Some few private bills were advanced a stage, 
and, after an executive session, 

The senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Proceedings of Thursday, Jan. 17, continued from 
last week’s ** Register,” page 336. 

Mr. Cambreleng then modified his original resolu- 
tion to read— 

“Resolved, That the communication of the president 
of the United States of the 8th of December, 1838, re- 


lating to the defalcation of the late colicctor of the ort | 


of New York, except so much as relates to a modifica- 
tion of the revenue laws, be referred ‘to a sclect com- 





~ 
——_n, 


mittee of nine members, to be appointed by the house 


viva voce, whose duty it shall be to,” &c. 

Mr. Wise inquised if the resolution in this form 
providing for the appointment of the committe. 
viva voce, was in order. 

The Speaker decided it im order; but that, if the 
resolution, in its modified form, be agreed to, it 
would operate as a suspension of the rule, ang 
would require ‘‘a vote of at least two-thirds of the 
members present” to pass the same; and that, if not 
passed by a vote of two-thirds, the message of the 
pont would remain the business before the 

ouse, subject to be. referred to a committee to be 
appointed by ballot, or to any- other disposition 
which the house might choose to make of it. 

The resolution being modified by the mover {o 
read, “appointed by the house viva voce,’ the 
amendment moved to the original resolution by My, 
Garland, of Virginia, and the amendment moved 
thereto by Mr. Thomas, fell. 

Mr. Marvin then moved to amend the said resoly- 
tion as modified by the mover, by striking out “‘vivg 
voce,” aml inserting by ‘*ballot.” 

The yeas and nays were demanded on the amend- 
ment and ordered, and being taken resulted as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, 
J. W. Aiien, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, 
Wm. B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, Wm. B. Campbell, 
Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Coffin, 
Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darling- 
ton, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, 
Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, James 
Garland, Rice Garland, Giddings, Goode, J. Graham, 
William Graham, Grantland, Graves, Grennell, Hall, 
Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, 
Hoffman, Hopkins, Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, 
William Cost Johnson, Legare, Lincoln, M_ ‘lory, 
Marvin, Samson Mason, May, Maxwell, McKennan, 
Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, M. Morris, C., 
Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Qule, Pearce, Peck, Pickens, 
Pope, Potts, Prentiss, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, 
Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Robinson, Rum- 
sey, Russell, Saltonstall, Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine 
H. Shepperd, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Smith, Southgate, 
Stanly, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, 'Fhompson, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Underwood, Albert S. White, John 
White, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Chris- 
topher H. Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke—113. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Boul- 
din, Broadhead, Bronson, Bynuin, Cambreleng, John 
Campbell, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cleaveland, 
Coles, Connor, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, 
DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Elmore, Farrington, 
Isaac Fletcher, Fry, Gallup, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Ha- 
ley, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, 
Howard, Hubley, W. H. Hunter, Robert M.'T. Hun- 
ter, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, 
Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Lead- 
better, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Jas. M. Mason, Martin, 
McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, 
McClure, Miller, Montgomerv, Moore, Morgan, Mur- 
ray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parmenter, Parris, Payn- 
ter, Petrikin, Phelps, Potter, Pratt, John H. Prentiss, 
Reily, Riehardson, Rives, Shefter, Charles Shepard, 
Sheplor, Spencer, Stuart, Swearingen, Taylor, Thomas, 
Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, 
Wagener, Weeks, Whittiesey, Sherrod Williams, Ja- 
red W. Williams, Worthingion, and Yell—105. 

So the amendment moved by Mr. Marvin was 
agreed to. 


{Mr. Dawson, when his name was called, in- 
quired of the ehair whether, if this motion were 
rejected, and the words ‘viva voce” inserted, it 
would require two-thirds to pass the resolution? 
The chair replying in the affirmative, Mr. Dawson 
said, then I vote aye. ] 


Mr. Kennedy, before the result of the vote was 
announced, asked leave to have his name recorded 
in the affirmative, he having been accidentally ab- 
sent when the vote was taken; but the house (as 
usual in all such cases) refused the request. 

Thé resolutions as amended were then agreed to 
in the following words: 

“Resolved, That the communication from the presi- 
dent of the United States, of the 8th of December, 
1838, relating to the defalcation of the late collector of 
the port of New York, except so much as relates to a 
modification of the revenue laws, be referred to a se- 
leet committee of nine members, to be appointed by 
the house by ballot, whose duty it slall be to inquire 
into the causes and extent of the late defaleations cf 
the customhouse at New York and other plaees—the. 
length of time they have existed—the correctness of 
the returns which have been made by the collectors, 
naval and other .officers, and the deposite banks, re- 
spectively, and all such facts connected with the said 
defalcations as may be deemed material to develope 
their true character. 

“Be ut further resolved, That the said commitiee be 
required to inquire into and make report of any defal- 
cations among the collectors, receivers, and disbursers 
of the public money, which may now exist; who are 
the deledinrn, the amount of defalcations, the length of 
time they have existed, and the causes which led to 
them: and that said committee have power to send for 
persons and papers.” 
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A motion was made by Mr. Coffin to proceed 
forthwith te ballot for members of the committee, | 
Mr. Grant moved te adjourn s lost. Mr. Coffin’s 
motion was then agreed tc, and the house accor- 
dingly proceeded to ballot. Messrs. Garland, of 
Virginia, Marvin, ef New York, and Dromgoole, ot 


Mr. Garland reported the result of the ballot as 
foNows, Viz: 

Total number of votes given - ~- 240° 

Necessary to a choice - . . 106 

Of which Mr. Harlan received 125 votes; Mr. 
Curtis 123; Mr. Wise 120; Mr. Dawson 119; Mr. 
Fr. O. J. Smith 117; Mr. Elmore 112; and these. 
six were declared duly elected. 

A great number of other gentlemen were voted 
for, but failed to obtain the number of votes neces- 
cary to elect any one of them. 

The house therefore proceeded, (ata littke after 
ten o’clock,) to a second ballot: which resulted as 
{vllows : 


Whole number of votes” - - - 125 
Necessary to a choice - . ‘ 63 
Of which Mr. Cushman received 99 votes; Mr. 


Hopkins 98; Mr. Hubley 94; and were declared 
duly chosen. 

The committee being thus completed, the house, 
at a little before 11 o’ctock, adjourned. 


Friday, January 18. As soon as the journal was 
read, Mr. Elmore rose, and preferred a request to 
the howse to be excused from serving on the select 
committee raised Jast night on the defalcations of 
Swartwout and Price. Mr. E. gave his reasons at 
Jength, which will be published hereafter, and his 
application was opposed by Messrs. Bouldin, Gren- 
nell, Dawson, Wise, Prentiss, of Mississippi, Mer- 
cer, Reed, Menefee, and Pope, and sustained by | 
Messrs. Haynes and Craig, when, on faking the 
question by yeas and nays, the result was, yeas 
118, nays 95. So Mr. Elinore was excused. Mr. 
Cushman then preferred the same request, and the 
house also excused him—yeas 106, nays 99. 

Mr. Hubley also asked to be excused, which was 
opposed by Messrs. Biddle, Johnson, of Md., Wise, 
aud Naylor, and sustained by Messrs. Poller and 
Craig; when, on taking the question, the vote 
was—yeas 121, nays 68. 

So Mr. Hubley was also excused. 

Mr. Underwood asked leave to submit a resolu-, 
tion authorizing the speaker to fill up the three va- 
cancies, 

The Chair pronounced it out of order, on the 
ground that the house having passed an existing 
order that the committee should be elected ina 
particular form, it would require a rescinding reso- 
lution before that form could be changed. 

Mr. Wise then moved that the house proceed 
now to fill the three vacancies by ballot, further 
moving a call ef the heuse, and demanding the 
yeas and nays, which, being ordered, were 104 
to8l1. Mr. Rebertson moved a call of the house: 
decided in the negative. Mr. Crary expressed a 
wish thal the members of the bouse would move 
some concert of action, and thereby save the time 
of the house; and, having that object in view, he 
would move to strike out the word ‘‘ now,” from 
the motion of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr., 
Wise,) and insert the werds ‘ will to-morrow pro- 
ceed” to fill the three vacancies. Mr. Petrikin in- 
quired if a majority ora plurality ef votes would: 
be required to determine the ballot. The Speaker 
<lecided that it would require, by the rules of the 
house, a majority on the first ballot, and, oa the 
second a plurality. Mr. Menefee demanded the: 
yeas and nays upon the motion for a call of the 
house; which were erdered. Mr. Crary then 
withdrew his amendment. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
proceed now to ballot, and decided in the affirma- 
tive. 

The house accordingly proceeded to ballot. 
Messrs. Marvin, J. Garland, and Toucey were ap- 
pointed tellers; and the following was the 

Result of the first ballet : 


Number of votes given, - - 203 
Necessary toachoice, - - - 102 
Of which Haynes received RR 96 
Potter, - - - - 98 
Taylor, - . . - 97 


{Many others received fewer votes.) 

So there was no choice. 

Mr. Haynes and Mr. Tylor successively stated 
that they could not serve if elected, and desired 
their friends to vote for some other candidates. Mr. 
Jones, of New York, moved an adjournment. Lost. 
Mr. Parker tnoved a call of the house. Lost. Mr. 
Toucey moved to adjourn. The yeas and nays 
Were demanded by several; and, being taken, 
stood yeas 30, nays 166. So the house refused to 


| the committee, and moved an adjournment. 


Mr. Adams inquired, since two of the gentlemen 
who had received the highest number of votes had 
declined serving, if elected, whether a plurality 
would now elect, or a majority would be necessary ? 
The Chair was understood to reply that a plurality 
would be sufficient. Mr. Potter now said that the 
state of his health was such as would disable bim | 
frem serving if chosen. Mr. McKennan moved a. 
call of the house, and demanded the yees and nays. 
Mr. Dromgoole moved to adjourn. Mr. Wise raised | 
the question of order whether a motion to adjourn 
was 1n order, no action of the house having inter- 
vened since it was last made. Mr. Dromgoole 
withdrew his motion; and the question recurring , 
on Mr. MeKeutan’s motion for a call, it was de- 
cided by yeas and nays as follows: yeas 57, nays’ 
102. So the call was refused. Mr. Dromgoole 
moved an adjournment. The yeas and nays were | 
asked, but refused, and the vote being taken by 
tellers, resulted: ayes 63, noes 90. So the house} 
refused to adjourn. 

It then proceeded to asecond ballot for three, 
members of the committee, the same tellers count- | 
ing. 

‘Mr. Garland reporded that— 


Mr. Martin had received - - 94 votes. 
Mr. Taylor, - - - - 4 
Mr. Wagener, - - - - 92 


Which being a plurality over the remaining in- 
dividuals voted for, they were accordingly declared 
to be duly chosen. Mr. Graves moved to adjourn, 
but withdrew the motion at the request of Mr. 
Wise, who said that, as the committee was now 
organized, he asked leave to offer a resolution to 
facilitate its investigations. Mr. Dromgoele ob- 





jecting—Mr. Wise moved to suspend the rules, 
Mr. Dromgoole meved to adjourn; which motion 
was negatived: ayes 67, noes 72. 
how rose, and asked to be excused from serving on 
the committee. Mr. Dromgoole suggested ‘hat the 
question be taken now on this request, lest ihe gen- 
tleman lose the opportunity of making his objec- 
tion under the rules. The Chair said the gentle- 
man, having intimated his ebjection, would have 
an opportunity to make his motion to-morrow, after 
the reading of the journal. The question on sus- 
pending the rules to allow of Mr. Wise’s resolution 
being recieved now recurring, it was decided: 
yeas 83, nays 62: not two-thirds: so the rules 
were not suspended. 

Mr. Tuylor asked to be excused from serving on 





Mr. Beatly asked the yeas and nays; but the 
house refused to order them. The question was 
then decided by tellers and carried: ayes 73, noes 
54. 

Aad thereupon the house adjourned. 

Saturday, January 19, The journal having been 
read 

The Speaker stated that the business first in or- 
der was the motion of the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Taylor) which was pending at the ad- 
journment of the house yesterday, that he be excu- 


Mr. Wagener | pointment of the committee. 





sed from serving as a member of the select commit- 
tee on the Swartwout defalcation. Mr. Gray moved 
a call of the house; which was ordered. And the 
roll having been called, 161 members answered to 
their names. A motion was made by Mr. Goode 


‘that all further proceedings on the call be suspended ; 


which motion was rejected. The names of the ab- 
sentees were then called, when there appeared 186 
members answering to their names. On motion of 
Mr. Boon, further proceedings on the call were dis- 
pensed with. 

And the question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
Taylor that he be excused from serving on the said 
comuittee ; a long debate followed, in which Messrs. 
Taylor, Wise, Gray, Sibley, Prentiss, Haynes, Ma- 
son, of Ohio, W. Thompson, Bouldin, E. Moore, ana 
Rice Garland participated. 

When Mr. Petrikin demanded the previous quies- 
tion; which was seconded by the house. And the 
main question (which was on excusing Mr. Taylor) 
having been ordered to be now taken, Mr. Wise 
demanded the yeas and nays, which were ordered, 
and being taken, resulted as follows: yeas, 102; 
nays, 102. The house being equally divided, the 
Speaker exercised his right of voting, and voted in 
the affirmative, making the yeas 103. 

So the request of Mr. Taylor to be excused from 
serving on the committee was granted, and he was 
excused accordingly. 

Mr. Wagener now rose and preferred a similar re- 
quest, accompanying it with some remarks, which 
are necessarily deferred. Mr. Wise commented on 
the excuse of Mr. Wagener. He said it amounted 
to this: he must be excused because he had not 
been “a candidate” for a place on the committee. 
And what was the coimitiee? A jury to try? So 
the gentleman had considered it: and so Mr. W. 





adjourn, 


would Jook at it fora moment, though that was 4 


tet = 


false view of the case. Well: the house had refi- 
sed to permit the Speaker, as sheriff, to impanel the 
jury, but had itselt elected those who were to com- 
pose it; and new the gentleman refused to serve be- 
cause he had not been a candidate for the a point- 
nent. What! must the house place on a jury to 
try, no persons but such as were the chosen candi- 
dates of the party to be tried? [Mr. Wagener here 
explained; but the explanation was not distinctly 
heard by the reporter.] Mr. Wise replied. The 
gentleman had said that there were other gentlemen 
who were candidates ; and it was true that one had 
declined serving as one of the tellers, expressly on the 
ground that he was acandidate. Mr. Hamer. Does 
the gentleman allude tome? Mr. Wise. I did. Mr. 
Hamer. When did I ever announce myself as a can- 
didate? What I said was, that I understood that some 
gentleman had voted for me, and, tuierefore, it was 
not proper that I should serve as a judge of election. 
Mr. Wise. The gentleman certainly did say ex- 
pressly that he was, or understood himself to be, a 
candidate. Mr. Hamer. I did use the word can- 
didate, but in the connexion I have stated. The 
word is ordinarily applied to all persons whose 





| names are on a ticket, or who are voted for in any 


election ; and in the west no such person can legally 
serve as a judge of election. 

Mr. Wise said the explanation did not vary the 
statement: it was after the first ballot, and, of 
course, when a plurality was sufficient to elect him. 
He knew it had been said playfully; but the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Wagener) used the 
term in serious earnest. But all this was taking bim 
out of his track. The gentleman had said that he 
had been no candidate, while others were. Yes: 
no doubt six out of the nine would have been found 
to be * candidates,” had the speaker had the ap- 
But the gentleman 
took a false view of the case. This committee were 
not a jury totry; nor were they a batch of county- 
cqurt lawyers, to meet in two separate rooms—one 
set to draw up an indictment, and the other to find 
out exceptions toit. They were neither a commil- 
tee of advocates, nor a jury to try. No: they ‘were 
the grand jury of twenty-four; the jury to inquire ; 
the grand inquest of the country. And, in the com- 
position of such a jury, neither the sheriff speaker 
nor the sheriff house ought to be aliowed to select 
either the friends of the accused only, or tbe friends 
of the commonwealth only, or at all. He would 
refer the gentieman from Pennsylvania to the 
practice of his own Keystone state: how was 
the grand jury in that state appointed? by the wheel, 
or by ballot? But what had the house this day heard ? 
A gentleman from New York (Mr. Moore) had 
risen in his place and told the secret of their policy : 
yes, democrats as they professed to be, they were 
resolved that the will of an ascertained, adinitted, 
indisputable majority of the body should be defeat- 
ed. After, through their official organ here, preach- 
ing for weeks about useless debate and vexatious 
delays; now, after a committee had been chosen by 
a clear majority of the house, they had consumed 
two entire days in warring, by every conceivable 
device and evasion against the expressed will of a 
majority. They were nobly carrying out the exam- 
ple of the “illustrious predecessor” of the present, 
chief magistrate, who had denonnced. all commit- 
tees of inquiry as “worse than a Spani<h ingui- 
sition.” They were going on his dectrine that a 
committee of inquiry was a committee to impeach, 
Let them carry out their plan; and let the eommit- 
tee consist of all whigs, if they would have it so: 
still, if it should turn out that the secretary must be 
impeached, they would try the impeaehment, before 
the gentleman’s own senate, in the faee of theirre- 
doubled majority there. : 

Mr. W. said he had not himself been “a eandi- 
date” for a place on this committee. If his own 
feelings and his express request to his friends had 
been regarded, he should gladly have been eXeused. 
The gentleman from New ¥ork had assigned him 
the place, and given him the tithe of prosecutor. 
Let ihe party dub him proseeutor, if they would, At 
all events he should not shew himself such a sort of 
prosecutor as some of those whom the speaker had 
placed on a former committee of inquiry, 

Mr. Jenifer here addressed the house with much 
animation. [A report of his speech, which was of 
some length, will be given bereafter.] 

Mr. Bynum addiessed the house at considerable 
length, as well as with considerable warmth. [A 
report of his speech is necessarily deferred.] 

[In the comse of his speech, Mr. Bynuin spoke 
of the certainty that the secretary would be biack- 
ened in reputation by the committee.] 

Mr. Wise demanded explanation ; and whether he 
meant to say that the committee would intentivnally 
inisrepresent what was true,or say what was nof true? 
and whether Mr.W.. as one of the members, had ever 





done, or would doso? Mr. Bynum said, were he not 
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at his party. He had nothing to do with the gen- 
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disposed, of his own accord, to do ail that was fair, 
he should disdainto answer the inquiry; but he 
was determined to look at the country and to lock 


tlenan from Virginia as an individual. He should 
scorn to answer any question which required him 
to select that gentleman, or any other, from the 
rest of the committee. There were some gentle- 
men on the committee for whoin he had the highest 
respect; but a demand of the kind which had been 
made, would of itself prevent his expressing any 
opinion of individuals—[Mr. Wise still insisted. 

he gentleman had made some exceptions. Did 
he mean fo designate him?] Mr. B. said, if the 

entleman wished to put questions to him, he had 

etter wait till he had concluded. The gentleman’s 
scorpion rod had no terrors for him. Would he 
force gentlemen to say they did not believe his de- 
clarations? The gentlemen might have believed 
them: might have made them in good faith. He 
had no explanations to make to the gentleman. 
Mr. Bynum continued his speech, in the course of 
which he made some severe animadversions upon 
the whig side of the house,&c. Mr. Stanly replied 
with equal severity in a speech which will be here- 
atter reported, and some remarks passed between 
him and Mr. Bynum of a personally hostile char- 
acter. 


When Mr. Stanly concluded— 

Mr. Wm. Cost Johnson obtained the floor, and 
was earnestly entreated by Mr. Bynum to yield it, 
that he might reply to Mr. Stanly ; but he steadily 
refused to do so, assuring the gentleman that he 
would find Mr. J. was actuated, in so doing, by a 

ood motive. He found thatthe debate, after being 
ong continued and conducted with great earnest- 
ness, was at length beginning to wear a slightly 
personal tinge. Nothing, however, had yet occur- 
red to warrant any gentleman to take serious of- 
fence. But, should the debate proceed further, it 
might, perhaps, lead to unpleasant consequences— 
in discussion, he meant of course, nothing more ; 
nothing, he repeated it, had occurred which any 
gentleman ought to carry without the limits of the 
house ; butas some indications had appeared—some 
little specks of war dimly seen on the horizon, he 
was confirmed in his conviction that he ought not 
to yield the floor, lest worse consequences should 
ensue. Before he resumed his seat he should make 
a motion, which, if it prevailed, would puta stop | 
to the debate. 

The true and only question before the house was 
whether the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Wagener,) should be excused from serving on the 
committee? Mr. J. would now go on toassign the 
reasons why he had thus far acted in favor of excus- 
ing the several gentlemen who had asked it, and 
why, hereafter, he should vote to refuse farther 
leave. He had earlier come to the determination 
not to excuse any more applicants; but the appeal 
of the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Taylor,) 
for whom he had the highest regard, and in which 
that gentleman declared that he felt himself in- 
competent to discharge the duty that would de- 
volve upon him if appointed, had induced Mr. J. to 
give the vote he had done to excuse him. The 
reason of his friend was to him entirely satisfactory, 
and a valid reason why he should be excised. He 
knew at the time he changed his vote that it would 
change the result, but he did not regret if. 

As to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Wagener,) who now asked the same favor, none 
could esteem him more than Mr. J.; there was no 
member of the house for whom he had greater per- 
sonal kindness; he had known the gentleman long ; 
but still he must vote against excusing him from the 
duty assigned to him by the house. 

The first question had been, whether they should 
have any coinmittee at all? then, whether it should 
bea democratic committee? or.a conservative-whig 
committee? whether it should be appointed by the 
chair, or elected viva voce, or chosen by ballot. The 
battle had been long and ably fought; and it had re- 
suited in the determination to take from the cbair 
the nomination of the comuinittee, to reject the propo- 
sition for voting viva voce, and to adopt the ballot. 
The next question had been, whether the house 
should vote for whom it pleased, or should yield to 
dictation? Some had been excused; and he had 
voted to excuse them, not because he deemed their 
reasons conclusive, but as an act of courtesy which 
he was reluctant to refuse. Another election had 
been held, in a manner strictly parliamentary, and 
in exact obedience to a rule of the house, and three 
other members had been chosen; and now-—because 
the choice had not been acceptable to a certain por- 
tion of the house, were they to overturn and destroy 
the eternal fundamental democratic principle that 
«the majority shall rule?” He trusted not. He 
had stretched courtesy as far as it would go. He 











had excused several gentlemen because they asked | 


it; but was this to go on, and the house to be thrown 
into the same state of confusion again on Monday? 
On Monday morning the very same argument would 
be used ; still farther delay night be occasioned, and 
thus, in the end, the will of a decided majority of the 
house effectually defeated. : 

The gentleman from North Carolina,( Mr Bynum, ) 
had alluded toa caucus. Mr. J. said he had never 
attended one since he came to Washington. He 
submitted to no party dictation; he wrote his own 
ticket—acted on his own judgment; and when talked 
to of party ties he laughed at them. The battle had 
now been fought; the question had been decided ; 
the session was far gone; there were a thousand 
bills upon the table; was it right to persist in fur- 
ther delay? d 

Gentlemen talked about their being on other com- 
mittees; why, Mr. J. had been the last session, and 
was again the present session, upon four commit- 
tees ; that wold operate as no excuse for him. 
Gentlemen spoke about placing lawyers on the com- 
mittee. God forbid that none but lawyers should be 
made the members of it. Instead, he would select 
the men who talked the most and consumed most of 
the time of the house, and put them on it, and let 
them go, and the house would do more business for 
their being out of the way. [A laugh,] Lawyers 
were the last men on earth he would vote for. He 
had rather place on the committee one plain, practi- 
cal, “ commonsensical”” man, (as John Randolph 
used to say,) to judge on matters of fact, ay, and on 
an abstruse point of law, too, than a dozen technical 
metaphysicians. The business of that liouse was so 
vatious and so extensive that all questions on all 
subjects of science and art came at one time or other 
to be decided by its members: and why must this 
committee consist of lawyers alone? He knew 
the capacity of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. Wagener ;) the gentleinan might not be a law- 
yer, but he was a man of sense, and Pennsylvania 
was not the land 

‘““Where genius sickens or where fancy dies.” 

[A laugh.j] Were gentlemen prepared to go home 
a).d tell their constituents that they had been mista- 
ken in them? that they were imcompetent to the 
duties of their stations? If so, they had better throw 
up their commissions. Conservatism! whigism ! 
what had they to do with the question? Men who 
were sold, soul and body, to a party—men who must 
hear and fecl the lash of the whip before they could 
be made to do their duty—might get up on that floor 
and falk thus; but honest, honorable American le- 
gislators were not so to be fettered. Mr. J. had 
ever refused to be thus chained by party ties. He 
had many a time had to stand between the cross-fires 
of {wo or three parties, in a situation which few 
would have coveted: for himself, he liked the fight. 
But now, to avoid certain specks to which he had al- 
luded, and to prevent the debate from running into 
greater personalities, he would close by moving the 
previous question. 

Mr. Bynum earnestly requested Mr. Johnson to 
withdraw the motion; but he refused. Mr. Parker 
moved acallof the house; but the motion was nega- 
tived. The previous question was now seconded by 
the house, put, and carried; and the main question 
being on excusing Mr. Wagener from serving on the 
committee, was decided by yeas and nays, as follows : 
yeas 102, nays 105. 

So Mr. Wagener was not excused. 

Mr. Martin stated that he was already a member of 
two committees of the house, and went on to state 
several other reasons why he wished to be excused ; 
when the Chair reminded him that under the rules 
he had a right to decline seviny, being already on 
two committees. Mr. Martin thereupon declined. 
The Chair then stated that there were two vacancies 
to be filled in the committee. A motion was made 
that the house do now proceed to ballot for the va- 
cancies on the commitiee, and agreedto. Mr. Gray 
wished to offer a single suggestion ; but he was call- 
ed to order, the honse having resolved now to go into 
the ballot. Mr. Hunter, of Ohio, said he had voted 
in the aflirmative on the, question of excusing Mr. 
Wagener, and moved a reconsideration of the vote. 
The Chair said it was not yet in order to act on that 
motion. The house thereupon proceeded to ballot 
for two members to fill the remaining vacancies in 
in the cominittee. 

Mr. Garland reported the result ; which was, 
that the total number of votes cast had been 201; 
necessary to a choice 101; of which 


Mr. Foster had received 101 votes 
Mr, Owens 6 103 * 
Mr. Hamner 6 90 « 
Mr. Thomas “ 8i <« 


and many other gentlemen smaller numbers. 

He also stated that, on one ballot, there had been 
three names: as the tellers had no means of ascer- 
taining which two of the three to count, they had 
considered the ballot as blank. 
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The Chair quoted the rule in relation to blank 
balicts, and pronounced their decision to be, in the 
opinion of the chair, correct. No objection wag 
made to itin the house. The Speaker thereupon de. 
clared Mr. Foster, of New York, and Mr. Wehs 
of Georgia, to be duly elected. , 

Mr. Hunter now renewed his motion to recon. 
sider the vote by which Mr. Wagener was not 
excused from serving. Mr. Sherrod William; 
moved tlie previous question. Mr. Evans move 
to lay upon the table the motion to reconsider the 
vote; which motion took precedence by the rule. 
Mr. Dremgoole moved to adjourn. Negatived. 

Mr. Williams inquired whether, should the mo. 
tion to lay on the table prevail, Mr. Wagener woulq 
remain a member of the committee? The Chai; 
decided that he would; but that the house might 
again take up the question to reconsider at any 
time hereafter. The Chair having put the ques. 
tion—Mr. Duncan moved a call of the house, ang 
asked for the yeas and nays; but the house re. 
fused them. Mr. Duncan then moved that the 
question be taken by tellers, but the house refuseq 
to order them; and the motion for a call of the 
house was negatived without a count. The ques. 
tion being again put to the house—Mr. Duncan 
asked for the yeas and nays, which were ordered; 
and being taken, stood as follows: yeas 103, nays 
66. So the motion of Mr. Hunter to reconsider the 
vote refusing to excuse Mr. Wagener was laid oy 
the table. 

Mr. Wise asked leave to offer the following reso. 
lution: 

Resolved, That the select committee of nine, elected 
by this house to investigate the late defalcations of pub- 
lic officers, have power to elect a clerk, to employ a 
printer to print for its own use its journal and other 
papers required to be copied for its members ; that the 
committee have leave to proceed to New York or other 
places, for the purpose of prosecuting its inquiries; and 
that the members thereof be excused from attendance 
upon the house until it shall have made its report. 

Mr. Beatiy and Mr. Haynes objecting, 

Mr. Wise moved to suspend the rules, to allow 
of the motion being offered. The resolution was 
again read. Mr. Beatty moved to adjourn. Mr. 
Menefee demanded the yeas and nays, but with- 
drew the call, and the motion was negatived with- 
outa count. The question being put—Mr. Petrikin 
demanded the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and resulted as follows: yeas 112, nays 32. Sothe 
rnies were suspended. The above resolution was 
then again read. Mr Harlan moved the previous 
question, which was seconded, put, and carried; 
and the main question being on agreeing to the re- 
solution, Mr. Petrikin demanded the yeas and 
nays, but the house refused to order them. The 
question being put on the resolution, a member 
moved a call of the house, but it was pronounced 
out of order, the previous question having been 
seconded. The question was then put, and the 
resolution was agreed to. Mr. Petrikin moved a 
reconsideration of the vote, and the postponement 
of the question until Monday. Mr. Cushing de- 
manded the previous question. Mr. Duncan moved 
a cali of the house. Lost. Mr. Petrikin withdrew 
his motion to reconsider, saying he would renew 
it on Monday. Mr. Wise, to settle that matter 
now, moved to reconsider, and demanded the pre- 
vious question. Mr. Petrikin moved a call of the 
house. Lost. The previous question was second: 
ed, put, and carried; and the main question being 
on the reconsideration, it was negatived withouta 
count; so the house refused to reconsider the vole 
adopting Mr. Wise’s resolution. 


The Speaker laid before the house a message 
from the president of the United States, suggest: 
ing the propriety of extending the provision of the 
insolvent law of March 2, 1837, to cases which 
may have occurred before the Ist January, 1839. 

A message from the president of the United 
States, in reply to a resolution of the housé of rep- 
resentatives of the 14th instant, respecting the pro 
ceedings under the act-of the 28th June last, pro- 
viding for examinations of inventions to prever! 
the explosion of steam-boilers, &c. ay 

A message from the president of the United 
States transmitting a letter from the secretary ° 
the treasury, upon the subject of the Florida claim, 
under the treaty with Spain of 1819, &c. “a 

A message from the president of the Unile 
States, transmitting a report of the director of the 
mint, showing the operations of that institution du- 
ring the year 1838. 3 

A letter from the secretary of war, transmit 
the information required by a resolution of (* 
house of representatives of the 14th instant, In T" 
lation to the expenditure of the appropriation of 195 
session for the erection and repairs of arsenals. 

A letter from the secretary of the treasury, {Tan 
mitting further information in reply to a resolul” 
of the 31st ult., concerning the omission of Sam" 
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-artwout, late collector of New York, to file, in 
a iaanacy department, his second official bond, in 
the spring of 1834. pets Fe. 

A letter from the secretary of war, transmitting, 
jn compliance with the act of May 1, 1820, a state- 
ment by the second comptroller, of the appropria- 
tions and expenditures for 1838, and the balances 
remaining in the treasury onthe 31st of December 
of that year. 

A letter from the secretary of state, in answer to 
a resolution of the house of 14th instant, stating 
that there are no accounting officers attached to the 
department of state ; that in no case, when it be- 
comes the duty of the secretary, under existing 
laws, to decide upon claims against the government, 
are reports of any committees of either house of 
congress recognized as a proper foundation upon 
which to allow them; and that no claims have, un- 
der his administration of the department, been al- 
lowed in consequence of such reports. 

A letter froin the secretary of state in answer to 
aresolution of the house of the 14th instant, as to 
who are employed at this time by the Federal go- 
vernment, as printers, to publish the laws of the 
United States, in the state of North Carolina. 

A letter from the secretary of the havy, in reply 
to a resolution of the 14th instant, stating that 
in the settlement of claims by that department. 
reports of committees of the house of represen- 
tatives are not recognized as a proper foundation 
to allow any claim against the government, and that 
no claim has been allowed in consequence of such 
reports. 

A letter from the secretary of war, in reply to the 
same resolution, transmitting a similar answer. 

A letter froin the secretary of war, transmitting a 
report of the,survey of the Neenale and Fox rivers, 
incompliance with a resolution of the house of rep- 
resentalives of the 14th instant. 

A letter from the secretary of war, transmitting a 
communication froin the commissioner of Indian af- 
fairs, with a statement of all persons employed by 
that department during the year 1837. 

And the house at a little before seven o’clock, ad- 
journed. 


Monday, January 21. Mr. Haynes made an inef- 
fectual attempt to induce the house to go into com- 
mittee on the president’s message, the vote being 
84 to 74, not two-thirds. 

Mr. Graham, of North Crrolina, on leave, sub- 
mitted the following resolution, which was agreed 
to. 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be requested to 
inform the house, as soon as he can, what number of 
the Cherokee tribe of Indians are now remaining in the 
state of North Carolina; what means the government 
has provided for their subsistence, and why they were 
not removed west of the Mississippi river, according to 
the terms of the treaty, and the provisions of an act of 
congress, passed at the last session; and, also, how, to 
whom, and for what has the money appropriated under 
that act, for subsistence and removal of the Cherokee 
Indians, been expended and applied. 

Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, trom the select com- 
mittee, reported the following resolution; which 
was concurred in. 

Resolved, That the select committee, appointed to in- 
quire into the charges of high crimes and misdemeanors 
against P, K. Lawrence, judge of the district court of 
the United States, fur the state of Louisiana, be author- 
ized to send for persons, papers, and records. 

Petitions were then called for in the order of 
states, and were presented by Messrs. Evans, Rob- 
mson, Davee, and Anderson, of Maine. 

By Messrs. Fletcher, Grennell, Reed, Cushing, 
| Lincoln, Borden, Saltonstall, Parmenter, and Adams, 
of Massachusetts. 

When it came to Mr. Adams’s turn, that gentle- 
man rose and asked leave to make a statement to 
the house explanatory of his real position in refer- 
ence to the abolition petitions. He remarked that 
that position did not seem to be understood by a 
large portion of the country, especially in the south, 
and he further asked this courtesy.of the house be- 
Cause he had received a nuiaber of letters threaten- 
ing bim with assassination for the course he had 
pursued on this subject, 

Objection was made to Mr. A.’s request, where- 
upon 

39 Grennell moved a suspension of the rule, 
an 

Mr. Bond called for the yeas and nays; which, 
being ordered, were—yeas 117, nays 58, as fol- 
lows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Heman Allen, J. W. 
Allen, Andrews, Ayerigg, Beatty, Bicknell, Biddle, 
Bond, Borden, Bouidin, Buchanan, Wm. B. Calhoun, 

Calhoon, Carter, Casey, Chambers, Cheatham, 
Childs,Coffin, Cranston, Crockett, Cushing, Darlington, 
Javee, Davies, De Graff, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, 

Everett, Ewing, Rickard Fletcher, Fillmore, Fry, Rice 
Garland, Giddings, Goode, William Graham, Grant- 
aud, Graves, Gray, Grennel!, Haley, Hall; Harper, 








Hastings, Henry, Herod, Howard, Jenifer, Henry 
Jvhnson, William Cost Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
Kemble, Kennedy, Klinzensmith, Lewis, Lincoln, 
Marvin, Samson Mason, Maury, May, Maxwell, Rob- 
ert McClellan, McKennan, Menefee, Milligan, Mit- 
chell, Mcore, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Parker, 
Parmenter, Pearce, Peck, Phelps, Picmes, Pope, Potts, 
Pratt, John H. Prentiss, S. S. Prentiss, Putnam, Rari- 
den, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, E. Robinson, Rumsey, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Sheffer, Shields, Sibley, 
Slade, Snyder, Southgate, Stuart, Stratton, Taliaferro, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Vail, Vanderveer, 
Albert S. White, J. White, Whittlesey, I.ewis Wil- 
liams, Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, C. H. 
Williams, and Yorke—117. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Banks, Beers, Birdsall, 
Boon, Bronson, Chaney, Chapman, Coles, Connor, 
Crabb, Deberry, Dromgoole, Duncan, Farrington, 
James Graham, Grant, Griffin, Hamer, Harrison, 
Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Hoit, cigs 5 Robert M. 
T. Hunter, Ingham, Joseph Johnson, Logan, Lyon, 
Mallory, james M. Mason, McKay, Abraham McClel- 
lan, Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Samuel W. 
Morris, Murray, Noble, Parris, Peirikin, Richardson, 
Rives, Sawyer, A. H. Shepperd, Sheplor, Spencer, 
Stanly, Stone, Swearingen, ‘Taylor, Turney, Sherrod 
Williams, Word, and Yell—58. 

So the rule was suspended. 

Mr. Adams then proceeded at length to explain 
the views he entertained on the subject of abolition 
and anti-slavery memorials. His course had been 
dictated purely with reference to maintaining and 
preserving the sacred right of petition. He was 
not, however, disposed to grant the prayer of these 
petitions, so far as regarded the abolition of slavery 
in the District of Columbia; on the contrary, if the 
question were presented to him to-morrow, he 
should vote against it. This avowal had been 


made by him six years ago on the presentation cf 


the first abolition petition by him, and his opinion, 
after an attentive perusal of all that had been writ- 
ten on the subject, had undergone no change, though 
it might possibly be altered by a full and free dis- 
cussion of it in the house. Of that portion of the 
prayer of these memorials remonstrating against 
the annexation of Texas, (a question he considered 
now as settled,) and that asking for the suppression 
of the domestic slave-trade between the states, he 
was warmly an advocate, as these were questions, 
he regarded, peculiarly under the control of con- 
ress, 

: Petitions were then presented by Messrs. Cran- 
ston and Tillinghast of Rhode Island. 

By Messrs. Hall, Allen, and Everett of Vermont. 


Mr. Everett presented certain joint resolutions of 


the state of Vermont, passed unanimonsly by the 


legislature of that state, praying the abolition of 


slavery, against the annexation of Texas to the 
Union, and praying for the rescinding the resolu- 
tions adopted by the house of representatives on 
the 12th of December last upon the subject of abo- 
lition. 

The Speaker ruled that these resolutions them- 
selves fell under the operation of Mr. Atherton’s 
resolution, and therefore, as relating to abolition, 
must go on the table. 

Mr. Everett took an appeal from this decision, 
and after some debate, Mr. Parris moved to lay the 
appeal on the table, but before the question was 
taken 

The house adjourned. 


Tuesday, January 22. Mr. Haynes made an in- 
effectual attempt to induce the house to go into 
committee on the president’s message. 

Mr. Hopkins, on his own motion, was excused 
from further attendance on the memorial of Fran- 
cis P. Blair. 

Mr. Casey, from the committee on public lands, 
reported without amendment senate bill authorizing 
the president of the United States to cause the 
mineral lands in the several states and territories 
belonging to the United States to be sold as other 
public lands. “ 

Also, with amendments, senate bill for the relief 
of sundry citizens of Arkansas, who lost tueir im- 
provements in consequence of a treaty between the 
United States and the Chootaw Indians. 

Also, a bill to grant to the counties of Lee, Des 
Moines, Jackson, and Dubuque, (Iowa territory,) 
land to aid in erecting county buildings. 

Mr. Martin, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported the bill, which was recommitted on the 
8d instant, reorganizing the district courts in 
the District of Alabama, with amendments; which 
was ordered to be engrossed, and subsequently en- 
grossed, and read a third time and passed. 

A number of private bills were reported, and 
unfavorable reports made on private claims. 

Mr. Everett, on leave, submitted the following 
resolution, which, under the rule, lies over one day 
for consideration : 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
lay before this house copies of the instructions given tor 








negotiating the treaties with the Pottawatamie Indians 
of the 20th, 26ch, and 27th October, 1832; and of all 
the correspondence of, or with, the department before 
and afier those dates, relating to the negotiation of said 
treaties, or to the execution before the ratification of the 
same; and also copies of all tke bills of purchase of 
all goods, merchandise, and horses delivered to said 
Indians, or other persons, during the said negotiation, 
or at the time of signing said treaties, for any purpuse, 
or subsequently delivered in execution of the same; 
together with a statement of the expenses of negotiating 
said treaties, with the names of the persons to whom 
paid, and the sum paid to each. 

The senate bill providing for the reduction and 
graduation of the price of the public lands coming 
up on its first and second reading— 

Mr. Casey moved its commitment to the com- 
mittee on public lands. 

Mr. Lewts Williams moved its commitment to the 
select committee appointed on the public lands. 

And the question being on the motion to commit 
to the committee on public lands, (that motion hav- 
ing preference )— 

Mr. Lewis Williams demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. Menefee inquired of the chairif the subject 
was debateable? 

The Speuker replied that it was debateable with- 
in very narrow limits; but the merits of the bill 
could not be debated. 


A debate of some length followed, directed al- 
most exclusively to the question of reference. 
Messrs. Menefee, Roberisonand Lewis Williams ad- 
vocated the reference to the select committee on 
public lands; and Messrs. Casey, Shields, Haynes, 
Parker, Boon, and Chapman, to the committee on 
public Jands. 

When Mr. Howard demanded the previous ques- 
tion; but withdrew the demand on the request of 
Mr. WW. C. Johnson, who desired to make an expla- 
nation, and promised to renew the motion. 

Mr. J. said that if this bill was referred to the 
committee on public lands, it would be proper for 
some gentleman to move that the select committee 
on the public lands be relieved from the considera- 
tion of the North Carolina resolutions; otherwise 
that subject would be before both committees. 
This was a vital portion of the questions arising 
out of the inquiry asto the public Jands. Many 
members of the select committee had said that they 
would be in favor of distribution, if that principle 
was connected in some degree with judicious grad- 
uation ; and it was probable that, by uniting the 
two principles, a project might be introduced which 
would meet with approbation. To divide the sub- 
ject would be to prevent the select committee from 
reporting a detailed system. 

Mr. J. then renewed the motion for the previous 
question, but the Speaker stating that the main 
question would be on the engrossment of the bill, 
Mr. J. withdrew the motion. 

And the question recurring on commitment, the 
reference to the select committee was further ad- 
vocated by Mr. Lincoln, and to the committee on 
public lands by Messrs. Ewing and Cushing. 


Mr. Montgomery expressed himself opposed to 
both references, though, if he must vote for one, he 
was in favor of reference to the select committee. 
But believing such a bill to be unconstitutional, he 
movec to lay it on the table, and demanded the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. Boon moved a cal! of the house, which was 
ordered and proceeded in for some time, when it 
was dispensed with, and the question being then 
taken on laying the bill on the table, it was decided 
as follows: yeas 102, nays 98, 

Y EAS—Messrs, Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, 
John W. Allen, Anderson, Aycrigg, Banks, Borden, 
Buchanan, William B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, John 
Campbe!l!, Chambers, Childs, Coffin, Coles, Corwin, 
Cranston. Darlington. Davee, Davies, Deberry, Evans, 
Everett, R. Fletcher, Fillmore, James Garland, Gid- 
dings, James Graham, Graniland, Graves, Grennel!, 
Griffin, Haley, Hall, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Hoffman, Hopkins, Robert M. TT’. Hun- 
ter, Jabez Jackson. Jenifer, W.C. Johnaon, Kennedy, 
Legare, Lincoln, Mallory, Marvin, J. M. Mason. 8. 
Mason, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Mil- 
ligan, Mitchell, Montgomery, M. Morris, Calvary 
Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Parmenter, Parris, 
Pearce, Peck, Peirikin, Pickens, Pope, Potts, Potter, 
Putnam, Reed. Rencher, Ridgway, Robertsen, Robin- 
son, Rumsey, Russel!, Saltonstall, Sawyer, Sergeant, 
Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Sibley, 
Slade, Southgate, Stanly, S:ratton, Taliaferro, Thomp- 
son, Tillinghas!, Titus, Toland, Underwood, J. White, 
L. Williams. Worthington, Yorke. 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Beers, 
Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, 
Brodhead, Bronson, Cambreleng, William B. Camp- 


i bell, Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, 


Cleaveland, Crabb, Crary, Crockett, Cushing, Cush- 
man, DeGraff, Dromgoole. Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, 
Ewing, Farrington, Fry, Galiup, Rice Garland, Goode, 
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William Graham, Gray, Hamer, Haynes, Herod,; Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Giddings, Goode, James 
Howard, William H. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas B.| Graham, Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Hall, Har- 
Jackson, Henry Johnson, J, Johnson, N.:Jones, Keim, | per, Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Henry, Hoffman, R. 
Kembie, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, ML. T. Hunte:, Jenifer, Wm. C. Johnson, Kennedy, 
Loomis, Lyon, Martin, Maury, May, McKay, R.| Legare, Lincoln, Mallory, Marvin, J. M. Mason, 8. 
McClellan, A. McClellan, Miller, Moore, Morgan, | Mason, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Mil- 
Murray, Noble, Parker, Phel , Plumer, Pratt, Jvhn | ligan, Mitchell, Montgomery, M. Morris, Calvary Mor- 
H. Prentiss, 8. S. Prentiss, Rariden, Rives, Sheffer, | ris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Parmenter, Pearce, Peck, 
Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, Stuart, Stone, | Pickens, Pope, Potts, Putnam, Reed, Rencher, Rich- 
Swearingen, oh Thomas, Towns, Turney, Vail, | ardson, Ridgway, Robertson, Robinson, Rumsey, Rus- 
Vanderveer, Webster, Albert S. White, Whittlesey, S. | sell, Saltonstall, Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine H. Shep- 
Williams, J. W. Williams, J. L. Williams, C. H. Wil- per, C. Shepard, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, 
liams, Yell. tratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 

So the bill was laid on the table. Underwood, John White, Whittlesey, L. Williams, 


The bill from the senate making an appropria- | > Williams, Worthington, Yorke—99. 
ation of $300,000 for the continuation of the ten: se atilign ssmapcod sabes 9 xe failed. 
land road in the states of Ohio, Indiana, and Illi-| , Phe motion made yesterday by Mr. Coles to lay 
nois, was then taken up on its reference. the bill waking appropriations for continuing the 
Mr. Coles moved to lay the bill on the table, but Cuinberland road in the states of Ohio, Indiana, and 
before the question was taken, on motion of Mr, | Illinois on the table, coming up as the unfinished bu- 


Mallory, the house adjourned. ‘siness— 


Wednesday, January 23. Mr. Johnson, of Louis- Mr. Rariden moved a call of the house ; but the 
jana, on leave, introduced a bill to amend an act motion did ne prevail, \ 
entitled *‘an act establishing circuit courts, and} The question to lay the billon the table was then 
abridging the jurisdiction of the district courts in the | decided as foilows : 
districts of Keatucky, Tennessee, and Ohio ;”’ ap-| | Y&AS—Messrs, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beirne, 
proved February 24th, 1807, which was referred to Bicknell, Birdsall, Cambreleng, W. B. Campbell, Carter, 
the committee on the judiciary. eee ee bene art an ane co 
. ° ; i . ’ es, eve > James War- 
Mr. Haynes renewed his motion for the house to| land, Rice Garland, James Graham, Griffin, Haley, 
into committee on the president’s message, but it) Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Robert M. T. 
was ineffectual. Hunter, T, B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel 
Mr. Parker, from the committee on Indian affairs, rane Mo eens aig ly Abt 7 amary 
wen Phe ; yon, ee | ‘ son, nD a 
a a bill for the relief of the Tuscarora nation McKay, A. McClellan, Montgomery, S. Morris, Mur. 
o M, tans. . ray, Noble, Parker, Petrikin, Pickens, John H. Prentiss, 
_ Me. Bronson, from the committee on the territo-| §.'s. Prentiss, Rencher, Richardson, Rives, Robertson, 
ries, reported a bill to approve and confirm an act of | Rumsey, Sawyer, A. H. Shepperd, C. Shepard, Spen- 
the legislative assembly of Wisconsin, and for other! cer, Stanly, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, 
purposes, Toucey, ‘Towns, Turney, Underwood, Weeks. L. Wil- 
Also, a bill to authorize the people of Iowa to form | liams, 8. Williams, J. W. Williams, Word—77. 
a constitution and state government, and for the ad-| _NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, 
mission of such state into the Union. a , cree | Ayengs: A ry bm av ae 
Mr. Sergeant, from the select committee on steam- | 20°), Porden, puchanan, YY m. 5. Vvalhoun, John ‘Wal- 
boilers, reported a bill supplementary to the act to anne eens paanan, Sales, sighs Coffin, 
ide for the better security of the lives of passen- | (OhWU) Vransion, Mrockert, Cushing, Darlington, De 
prove oe ~gghne P Graff, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Ewing, R. 
gers on board of vessels propelled in whole or in part Fletcher, Fry, Gallup, Giddings, Goode, W. Graham, 
by steam. 3 ; Grant, Grennell, Hall, Hamer, Harrison, Harper, Hast- 
Several reports on private claims were made. ings, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Howard, Ingham, Jeni- 
_ Mr. Kennedy, on leave, submitted the following | fer, H, Johnson, Wm. C. Johnson, Kennedy, Leadbet- 
resolution, which lies over: ter, Lincoln, Logan, Samson Mason, Mav, Maxwell, 
Resolved: That the secretary of the navy be requested | McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Miller, Mitch- 
to communicate to this house a list of the various articles | ell, Morgan, C. Morris, rh: S00 Noyes, Ogle, Parmen- 
of provisions, hospital stores, canvass, cordage, lumber, | '€T: Pearce, Peck, bet Plumer, Pope, Potts, Putnam, 
hay, coal, materials of iron, copper, leather, and all other | Rariden, Reed, Ric igh » Robinson, Russell, Salton- 
articles not enumerated in contracts purchased and “0 Seen Tatler Thee, Tilkoeiee: — 
ocured at or for the various naval stations of Boston, Toland, Vail, Webster, Albert S. White, =. White. 


r 
aoe York, Baltimore, Nortolk, and Pensacola, during | {920s ¥ be 
the year 1833, stating from whom the same were pur- be snag 41 Joseph L. Williams, Worthington, Yell, 


chased, and the prices paid for each article. 

The bill to eae the patent of Thomas Blan- | So the house refused to lay the bill on the table; 
chard, (for turning gun-stocks,) after considerable | 494, on motion of Mr. Potts, it was referred to a 
discussion, was read a third time and passed. committee of the whole on the state of the Union.. 

The Speaker laid before the house a letter from! , The remainder of the day was taken up in discus- 
the secretary of war, transmitting a report of the | S!9$ the bill for the reference of the claims of Waiker 

j and Carothers, mail contractors on the route from 


second auditor in reply to the resolution of the house | 
of representatives the 5th instant, calling for a. Natchez to Nashville, for extra services, but before 
the question was decided 


statement of the final settlement of the accounts : ; 
The house adjourned. 


of Lewis Cass, late superintendent of Indian af- 
Thursday, Jan. 24. After the presentation of a 





fairs. 


Mr. Petrikin moved to reconsider the vote of yes- 
terday by which the “bill to reduce and graduate the 
price of the public lands”’ was laid on the. table, and 





the question coming up thereon, Mr. W. C. Johnson 


few petitions, the house resumed the consideration 
of a report from the committee on expenditures in 
the department of war, objecting to the allowance of 
$800 to Edward Lewis, for services in the pension 


moved a call of the house, which was ordered and | office, and it was debated at some length. It was 


proceeded in, till 203 members were found to be in| sustained by Messrs. Clowney, Marvin, and Adans, 
attendance, when it was further dispensed with.| and opposed by Messrs. McKay, and Boon; Mr. 
Mr. Lewis Williams moved to lay the motion to re- | Me¢Kennan also opposed the report, (though he was 
consider on the table. Lost. ; _ | against the claim, ) because it recommended a suit to 

The motion to reconsider resulted in the negative, | get back the money which would cost more than the 
ta yeas 99, as oe peer rere -amount claimed. Mr. Everett moved the recom- 

i AS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, erion, | mitment of the report with instructions to make 
Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell. Biddle, Birdsall, Boon, | , general cones, into the manner of disburs- 


Bronson. Buchanan, Cambreleng, Wm. B. Campbell, | ing the contingent expenses of the department, but, 


‘Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, Cleve- | , 
Se Ae Crockett, Cushing, Cushinan, Da- | before any result was arrived at, the house passed to 
vee, DeGraff, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Swing, Fry, | the orders of the day. 
Gallup, Rice Garland, William Graham, Grant, Gray, | Mr. Cambreleng, by leave, from the committee of 
Hamer, Harrison, Haynes, Herod, Holsey, Holt, How- | ways and means, made a report, containing at large 
ard, Ingham, Thos. B. Jackson, Henry Johnson, J.| the views of that committee in regard to the state of 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, og aes Klingensmith, | the finances generally. He stated that the commit 
Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Lyon, Martin, Maury, May, ‘tee had come to the conclusion that, should congress 


4 Cle} ille ore " ; gh 
McKay. R. McClellan, A. McClellan, Miller, Morgan, | authorize the amount of new appropriations asked 


aie 
ber would be in effect, sanctioning the aisle es 
by the house. The motion lies over. Port 


The house then went into committee on the 
Mr. Adams in the chair. 

Mr. Howard moved to take up the bill for the ;; 
quidation of claims of American citizens for spolia 
tions by France prior to the treaty of 1801, ' 


Mr. Cambreleng said the gentleman from Ma, 
land had better read the report of the cominit; 
which had just been made, before he pressed a bil 
which would require the appropriation of four or fs 
inillions of dollars. 7 
Mr. Howard said that he had often endeavoreg , 
get up this bill, and if the gentleman. had no} oh 
structed it, he might have had an Opportunity ¢ 
altering his report so as to cover the necegs 

amount. . 


Mr. H.’s motion was disagreed to, and the coy, 


Union, 


of Mr. Haynes, for referring the several subjec, 
embraced in the president’s annual message to th, 
appropriate committees. The following were agree; 
to seriatim : alba 

1. Resolved, That so much of the president’s tn 
sage as refers to the political relations of the Unite 
Siates with foreign nations be committed to the con, 
mittee on foreign affairs. 

2. Resolved, ‘That so much of said message op. 
lates to the commerce of the United States with jy. 
eign nations be referred to the committee on coy. 
merce. 
3. Resolved, That so much of said message as p, 
lates to the finances, to the collection, safe- keepin, 


‘and disbursement of the public revenue, and the pyp. 


ishment of public defaulters, be committed to the coy. 
mittee of ways and means. 

4. Resolved, That so much of said message as rp 
lates to the public lands be referred to the commitic 
on the public lands. 


The fifth resolution was then read, as follows: 


5. Resolved, That so much of said message as» 


lates to Indian affairs, except what concerns the &. 
fence of the frontiers against Indian hostilities, and thy 


mittee on Indian aflairs. 


Mr. Everett went into a general review of thie 
course pursued by the government of the Uniti 
States in conducting our Indian relations, withif 
view to show that the position of the message af 







that subject was contradicted by facts. 

When he had concluded his remarks, the que: 
tion was taken, and the resolution agreed to, a 
were the following: 


6. Resolved, That so much of said message as f 


lates to the defence of the frontiers against Indian ho 
tilities, and the protection of the Indian tribes from ti 
intrusions of citizens of the United States; so mud 


thereof as relates to the establishment of a manufacionf 


of small arms west of the Alleghany mountains, ax 
to a manufactury of gunpowder; together with § 
inuch as relates to the report of the secretary of Wa, 
and the public interest entrusted to the war depit 
ment, except the subjects embraced in the immediate} 
preceding resolutions, be referred to the committee @ 
military affairs. 

7. Resolved, That so much of said message as 
lates to the militia of the United States be reterred ' 
the committee on the militia. 


8. Resolved, That so much of said message as 


lates to the report of the secretary of the navy, and & 
interests entrusted to the navy department, be ci 
mitted to the committee on naval affairs. 

9. Resolved, That so much of said message 4 * 
lates to the report of the postmaster general, and & 
condition and operations of the post office deparimes 
be referred to the committee on the post office and ps 
roads. 

10. Resolved, That so much of said message 45” 
lates to the District of Columbia be committed 10” 
committee for the District of Columbia. 

The following was rejected as unnecessaly; 
report having been made by a select committee 
that subject: : 

11. Resolved, That so much of said message 48 
lates to the establishment of a national foundry for 
non, to be common to the service of the army and 1a 
of the United States, be referred to a select comm!" 
to report by bill or otherwise. 

The following resolution was then read : 

12. Resolved, That so much of said message 4°" 
lates to the questions arising out of the mandatl 





% Ty : r ; - « ce is » > ~ - 

i Ve eoee B pe ey era i Picci tee | for in the estimates of the departments, and the three 
den, Rives, Sheffer, Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, iniliions proposed for fortifications, harbors, &c. it 
Stuart, Stone, Swearingen, Taylor, Thomas, Tits,| would be necessary to provide five or six millions 
Toucey, Towns. Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Webster, | for the treasury in addition to all the resources and re- 
Weeks, A. S. White, J. W. Wiliams, J. L. Williams, _ceipts existing or contemplated. 


Word, Yell—93. _ The report was ordered to lie on the table and be 
‘eee Aad | Fhe Mond Sree. eS printed, and Mr. Haynes moved the printing of 
Calhoun, Jobn Calhoon, John Campbell, Chambers, 10,000 extra copies. Mr. Sergeant objected lo it, 

for there were many things in the report to which he 


Childs, Clark, Clowney, Coffin, Coles, Connor, Corwin, | hin 
Cranston, Darlington, Davies, Deberry, Evan-, Everett, dissented, and the printing of this large extra nuin- 








issued by the circuit court of the District of Columt 
at the relation of Stockton and Stokes, against the P® 
master gereral, be referred to the committee 0! 
| judiciary. 

This resolution was debated at : 
tween Messrs. Everett, Howard, Mason, of “" 
and Crary, the latter, without concluding, S''" 
way to a motion for the committee to rise ; we 
prevailing, the committee rose, and the honse ¢ 
curred in all the resolutions reported, and the 
journed. 





mittee resumed the consideration of the resolution 


protection of the Indians against the intrusions of thf 
citizens oi the United States, be referred to the cou. 
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